


Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops. 





Statement showing Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops in the different Districis 
: of Bengal, as reported to Government during the week ending the 26th March 1876. 











Chnmacter of the weather, state aud prospects of the Crops, ad 


Diatriet, and date of m 
No. of healty wt dnte, 


recur, 











| BENGAL. 


Wertern Distrivts. 


Burdwan, Mar. 27.876 Nil, [Raine wanted for the fel and cotton erons. Cholera hns nearly ceased in the 
‘ town of Raneegunge, but is still prevalent in the interior of that sub-division, 
and in Culua und Jebanabud, 


Bankoora, —,- 2,4, | Nil. |Weather—Hot and dry. Nothing to note regarding the state and prospects of 
the erops. Cholera is diminishing. 


Beerbhoow, —,- 28, | Nil. |Wearhor—Hot, with strong westerly wind, No chango in the state of the crops. 
| © Rain is wanted, 





IMidnapore, yy 25, », | Nil. |The weather is alrondy vory hot. ‘The lato rain hes done good to the mulberry 
‘and indigo, Cholera in a sporadic form still continues, as does stmall-pox ia 
the south-east of the district. 


Hooghly, ny 25, | Nil [@eathor—Seasonable, Gourds and sAinga are being planted out. The 

ga ba @ proved beneficial to ‘xem pail, watermelons, &e., jali 
0... Mangoes doing variously, is being for jmddy cal- 
tivation, More rnin is wanted, Rutdee harvest is almost over, A serious 
outbreak of cholera at Serumpore. Cholera and small-pox scattered in. several 
places of tne district. 


. 
Nil, |Wenther—Warm and bright, In many places the ground is being prepared 
for the next crop. 
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Central Districts. 


6 |ed-Perguunabs,Mar.27,4°76) Nil. [Weather—Dry and warm, No crops on the ground, Land is being prepared for 
t pring sowiggn, Cholera cases reporved ficen subdivisions Diasond ‘Hlarboar, 
Barripore, Barasot, and Bussirhant. 








f 
E 7 |Nudden. 4 25, ,| Nik |Weather—Hot ani dry. Hot winds in the middle of the day. AN crops have 
rt tc hsvene, except the Ite robar, Holur and indigo ate loking well.” 
g few eqs of bo 
i! 5 \Semscre, 4 5 | Nil, |Weather—Bright und clear, No rain. Spring rico continues promising. 
: [ Ploughing for, and sowing of, the early rice continues, 


9 |Moorsiodaind, ,, 35, ,| Nil, |Woathor—Getting warm. Windy, State of the erops is the aame as in provious 

 Rubbee and oGld weather erepa reaped. 2iivo dae thetiap. “todige, 
‘mulberry, and sugarcane in fait condition, Cholera has broken out in Set 
d gauge, Burwa, Jellinghee, Bhurrutpore, and Gour thanas, 


Ding, ey 2h 4, | Nil. [Weather—Very warm during the day. Hot'west| winds blowing for the lust three 
oo, days, No change in a gi as roe the orgs oe bas eat 


| 21 |afaldan, 4» 25, , | Nil. [Weather is becoming hot; wind from touth-west to north-cast. It was rather 

slondy on she 2th instant, Stato and prospects of the crope are much, he 

. | name as last week. Rubbee is generally being reaped. Slight loss from" went 
‘ 





Ss 


of rain, Elevon doaths from cholera during the week. ‘Three enses, none ter 
minating futally, reported of smali-pox. 


12 |Rtajehadye, 4, 25, y | Nil. [Wenther—Great hont and no rain, No change for the better in the state 
prospects of the crops since Inst report. Rain is anxiously looked for. 
fenso8 are increasing in frequency. * 


i 


18 [Rangpore, 2% | Nil. |Wonther—Hot ond dry. Strong hot winds. Rubive orope are 
are aD a fin apm ae ye mat Pele slender re 
nce high. Cheena and 





gram sub-division, is some 
fp. Bain swansea. rts 


e . |Weather—Hot in the day, Rain is 

pom phere given a fair outtarn, 
sowing, except where there is water out, 

‘not appreliend any ultimate ill from this. : 


feather—Hot and fine. The now on the : 
fe re Para n 




















Rainfall 

District, and date of [ier “Churnoter of the weuther, state and 

No ‘evar, Sion ‘teate of health. at duce. 
inebes. 
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BENGAL.—-( Contd.) 


Darjeeling, 


5 


‘Jalpigoree, 


Coosa Bunae Dees, 


‘Cooch Behar, 





(18 Dacca, Mar.27,°'76 
| 
| 19 Pureedpore, » By 
3] 
a 
i 
| hy» 
hn 
[88 |Chittagong, =, 23, 
ri 
Hy 
&) 28 \Nowkholly rn , 
£1 5 Chittagong Hu 
(E,  | Trmets, ah, lp 
4 
8| 
\ |HiNTippernh, 22 4, 
BkH aK, 
( 26 (Paton, ‘Mar, 27,976 
|| 27 Gys, ts 
28 Shiauhabad, » 2)» 
Darbhanga, — 28,» 
Morutferpore, » 25,» 














Central Distriets.— 
(Continued) 


‘Mar. 24, '76) 


Bastern Dutricts. 








3, 





Nil 


Nil, 


Nil. 


025 


Nil. 


1-09 


Nil. 


02 


16 


Nil. 


Nil. 





wheat, all doing well; but rain 


Was @ poor one, 


are unfayorable, 


Choiera extending, 


reaped. Cholera is provalent, 


crop. 
Prospeets of the crops are good, 


and south of the district. 


[Return not received, 


and there, 


yielding woll. Cases of cholera 


harvested everywhere. 
|Weather—Hot, with high 


vested. The 


rubtee harvest is still going on. 





fn groatly needed, 


‘ind smallpox. reparted 


The district, but not more in one part than unother. 


\Weathor—High west winds and seasonable. Highest reading of thermometer in 
shade 98°", Nothing now to report from last woek. Bublee is geucrally 


of the crops, and 





Weather—Rain it much needed ; temporatitre is alternately warm or chilly, aceard- 

ing as the weather has been bright or wisty throughout the week,’ In the 
hile she young crops of wheat brie, back wheat, and indlanora are pro- 
gresting favorably. In tho pluins none of the seed lias come up. Except a little 


Weather—No rain, and no sign of it, Tho want of rain begins to assume « 
serious uspect, as without it there will be little chance for the bhadoi dian 
crop. for the successful cultivation of which the ground is at present too 
parched und burnt up, Any ren) failure of the bhadot crop would be attended 
with distress in Boda and other southorn parte, where the Inst Aymutee crop 


Weathor-No rain. It is becoming warm; there wax east wind during the 
greater portion of the week. ‘The want of rain is being very much felt, The 


Prospects of the bitrd aowe dian and of the oheena and 4aom (millets) crops 


Weather—Cool for the season. Crops little on ground, Prospects good, 


Weather—Hot, Boro or jati rico and aous are doing woll. Winter which 


are poor for want of rain, but have been kept alive by heavy dows, will soon be 


‘Weather—Warm und fair, Annual sowings arv beginning, Cholera is reported 
from the Patualhally sub-division " 
‘Weather—Vory dry, Bore rice is favorable, Rain is much wanted for the millet 


‘Weathor—Warmor, cloudy, and threatening rain. Spring rive is being reaped 


|Weather—Cool Rain hus fullen generally over the district. Cholera in trutteah 


Weather—A heavy showor of rain, wccompanied with squalls, on the 19th instant 
Joom cutting still continues. Hill men have commencnd’ to burn joom lero 


|WeatherSeasonable. No change in the state of the crops since lust report, 


|Weather—Seasonable. No rain as yet. Crops nearly all harvested, oa generally 


winds, Rubbeo harvest is nearly completed. 


Result is about a ten anna crop. Stoall-pox is still prevalent, 
Wenther—Dry, strong, west winds provailing. ‘The rudbee crops are being har- 
Scat BS Ser rn Mpa Sct 
‘quite, us good as originally estimated, Pricos stationary, 


\Weather—Cloudy in the easly part of the week, but Istterly hot, with very high 
‘There is nothing new to report about the stato of the erops- i 


‘Hot during the day and cool nt night. 
fo change in the state and prospects of the 


‘rubbec harvest is still goi 


on, and a fair owt 















Nears. |Stationin| 
og inches, 


Rainfall | 7 


No. District, and date of |atSudder| Character of the weather, atate and prospects of the crops, and 





state of health at date. 





BRHAR.—(Contd.) 
(Monghyr, Mar. 25, "76, Nil. 





Baaevrrone Divs. 


& 


© 
1 

84 |Bhagulpore, 5, 28," ,,| Nil 
| IPurnesh, » 4] Ni 
i 


‘86 |Sontbal Perghe. , 26, ,,| Nil. 


ORISSA, 
(87 Cuttack, Mar, 18, 76, -06 


Pooree, ” 





‘Onrssa Divs. 
& 


Balusore, 24, ow | NIL 


CHOTA NAGPORE. 
South: Western Frontier 
Agency. 


40 |Hazareebagh, Mar. 24, '76) Nil. 


41 Lohardugga, ,, 25, | Nik 


42 |Singbhoom, =, 24 | Ni 
42 |Manbhoom, —,, 25, | Nil. 































[Weather—High west winds, No change in the state and 

ines last week, The Jamooe subvdivisinnal offcer reports that i 

crop in his jurisdiction will bo less than a sixannt orop, This sm 
Aivaton, howeyer, is chiefly nice tract. ‘Tho sub-divisionaloffecr at hagss 
saraic reports tint tho harvest is far advanced; that the robwr erop is gorse, 
that the wheat, which is Uho principal ‘crop, will be an eight-anine Sgr ont 
‘The Collecter, however, judging from what he saw during his tour, eatin’, 
that, taking high and ow lands together, nearly an averago rubtet crop vit 
be cut throughout thedieteiet, Lhe mango erup promises to be the bes tants 
for many yours, and the mokow. crop, ns usual, is Good. Prices continue cy 
Six montlis have now passed without rain, 


lWeather—Strong winds groater part of the week, RubBee harvest nearly over 
Prices still easy. Goneral health is very good. A little emall-pox about. 


Wenther—Strong_wost wind. ‘The whole country iy quite dried up. ‘Thr ia 

‘deen no rain for Lge six pany ot it is much wanted for the s; ring 
sowings of all sorts, @ pulses are reaped and arc turning out {airi 
The saan has been ushelfhy, ” Sall-por bas boom very prevalent, and choles 
‘has now made its appearance. 





'Weather—Very hot and windy. cts of mango and mohowa are exellent 
Cholera bad in many places in the district, chiefly from Godda, round the wo 
and south-west, Sinall-pox reported from two villages iu ajmebal. 


Rainfall of one inch roportod from tho interior. Woathor clove and oppreniv 
‘No crops on the ground. Public health is good, * 


|Weather—Seasonsble. The dulua paddy 8 failed in many places for 
‘want of rain. ‘The stato of other crops is ‘A good shower of rin fell 
in tho Khoorda sub-division, where ploughing may be commenced, 


The weather is unsettled, and the direction of the wind is for the season singularly 
varinble, In the north of the district ploughing has become pr 
1; in the south it has not yet commenced, Cholera and small-por 

still provalont, 












|Wenther—Seasonable. Temperature stendily increasing. No change to report 
The reddes crop hns all been cut and carried, Cusos of cholera and staal 
Pox increasing in number. 


Weather —Seasonable; rather warm. ‘The rwbbee harvest is now over in Palamow, 
and nearly over in Chota Nagpore Proper. The datturn is much below the 
average. “The mohowa crop Promises excellently. Small-pox and measles very 
Prevalont, and cholera has appeared in several parts, 


|Weather—Scasonable, No crops to report about. District is healthy. 


Weather—Too dry. ‘The ryots have Gone very little pl in the district 
for want of rain. If rain doos not fall soon, the gorra daan will not be sot 
and the ryote will, to the extont of that crop, be losers. 



















© Telegram of the 27th March, received on the same day, shows rainfall during the sevan days immodiately precsding. 
Published for general information. 


Carcurta, StamisticaL Depr., 
The 28th March 1876, 







4H. J. 8. Corroy, 
Offg. Jr. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 















































































































* 
Weekly Report of Rainfall compiled at the Meteorological Reporter's Office, 
z Rate yrow Ist 
. “a January 
i Disratcts, Srarions. iy 166. Rewaaee, 
a J ra 
4 gck Inches. |Up to date. 
é ial jee ae ee 
1876, 
| 
2°85 18th Mar. 
O76 ditto 
198 ditto 
be 5 083 ditto 
‘Haneegange 095 | ditto 
Jehanabad 363 ditto 
Bankoora Bankoora rio | ditto 
| Sooree os ditto 
Beorbhoom { Weyer O11 | ditto 
x | Roypore 218 | ditto 
H | Ming 05 
H 
é Taw Took oot * 
Midanpore 4 Gunbat ta oo : 
Tait 623 os i 
{/Conrai ff ou 
Hooghly 228 
ay ~~ {lB = 
Howrah ( % } 538 
[Howah of Saheatekn SOR | aaa] vrs 
Cnernst Diernters. | | 
. | Snugor toland oo | ditto 
Cateats mu | ditto 
in 68 lito 
Atipore {ip fea | ites 
| | Basseorhat 468 ditto 
4-Pergunnahs wed) Baronet os ‘B40 ditto 
Diamond Harbonr 290 ditto, 
46 | 1th Mar, 
6°30 | 18th Mar, 
| srrackpore gee | ditto 
Dinn-Doww Bag | ditto ~ 
{| Kishmagiine 108 | ditto 
tan s| = 
§ here V4 itto 
B]|Nudden 6) Chroondatien is | ditto 
A Koosliten B58 | ditto 
? Rannghat 3°60 ditto: 
i Jessore gee | ditto 
near a ind 
Jossore Khoolas 91 lito 
he a” “Y| Shenida B07 ditto 
1b) Bagirbat. 216 ditto 
Magooraly 370 ditto | 
165 ditto 
Nil | ditto | 
| 87] ditto | 
oe Le ae 
‘Arimgunge itto 
Lallgoiln | owe | ditto 
Kandoo ous | ditto 
Dihakepets. oss ww [Didagepove | 
ab ‘Maldas iS 
= tl Ghanchal 
g]|Bsishabye ua f| Haweat 
H 
Rangpore 
{ Bhowanigunge 
Rangpore aw carn é 
at 
. . 
..| Not ree, 6th to 2th Mar, 1870, 
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Pas: 
‘Rare veox er 
“ya gee 
Dee summa eae 
gn8 ese Inchos, |Up to date.) 
BENGAT.— (Continued) 
Easrann Drerniore. hiiboal rem 
Not ree, 284 | 11th Mar 
O10 ‘14 | 18th Mar. 
Deore as Na | 456 | ditto 
Nil 16h) dito 
soe) 8 | ln 
jot ree. ar 
Fonenyers of ‘Ni | 6:93 | 18th Mar, 
O04 Not voe.| 9°41 | 14h afar, 
moral Ni | ditto | NU | dite | 
Backereonge = Nil ditto ‘$00 | ditto 
O10 ditto 104) ditto 
16 | ditto | 086] ditto 
0 Ni oe 12 ditto 
Mi waingl id Nil itto + ditto 
_ 022 | ditto 148 | ditto 
sg) ca] iam 
re--aers 
Coenany of 008) 170] 206! ditto 
‘Noakbolly ow» | Noakholly } 393) 016 5°00 | ditto 
n 087 Nil 277 | ditto 
Tipperad ~{ | Some (ogee) on | 673] dite 
Chittagong Hill Tracts | Rungamatee Bill 140 | 090) $89) ditto 
iN Tipporab w=: | HI Tipperab o74| ono} 397) ditto 
| 
IAB, | 
Nil O04 | ai 
me a] a] ae | 
4 Nil or ditto 
Pawe Beh | Not ree] Nil | sth ‘Mer, 
Dinapore of Geerunnent nit) Nil | eth ata, 
ni | Nil | ditto 
Rowada xa | Ni | aiuto 
Gye ‘Araogebal Nil ai ditto ,.,| Not rec, Sth to Lith Mar, 1876, 
Jebanabad | Mu ditto a 
wit | 020} aitto 
aco ley Notre} Nil | 4th ‘Mor, 
Sbababad one ‘Nil | 008 | qth Mar, 
Bhubooad Nil | 006 | “ditto 
Mornfferpuro Not sc) O24 | 1a4h Mar} Not reg 74h Bub, to ih M1 
welsh Dito alte, 












































Lele 
2€ | 272 
4 $s8 
ORISSA. Inches, | Inches, 1876, 
Ofice | Nil | Nil | Nit_ | 16% afar, 2 
Cottck on {Heap 8, | Bos | Ni Aitto 
Feiegore =] Bi [Mobree Sa [ait Sar. ht 
ear mraia | ‘ ef | Nil | ditto | Nil | ditto 4 
{| False Point. mw | Nil } dito | Nil | ditto 
Poorte i | | oe} 009 | 1¢¢h Bar. | 
i owe mou f] Rhoda =] | Ba | an | Oh % 
= 6 Ofice| 106 | 083] 308 7 
ical SE) TB) | ae 
Balawore sot | Sellasote o20| o18| 138 | ditto 
Sorab ” 100) Nil 188 | ditto 
fybandbally Ml | oi) 013 { 
|Cattack’Tribatary Mebals| Sumbalpore — ww} GOL} 068) 0°09) ditto 
CHOTA NAGPORE. 
Sovrn-Waern ? i 
Paonrian Aeuncr. iota. | oeaiause: | a 
“| a L. + * 
f ie “f Nil | Ni | 001 | ditto 
[Pachiumbe =| Nit | 015 017) ditto 
Ranchee * oa} Nit | 21] ditto 4 
Aobardger of Palo os} Xi ous! uit 
Singbhoom .. Chyebaase =| 083) o16| 087) dito 
Paralis 036 Nil 50 | ditte 
4] Manboom of) Gotindyave sp siP | sm | Ni? | tite 
| 
ASSAM & ADJACENT] | 
HILLS, 
Spther ~ 470 ditto 
oe 663 Lith Mar. 
” 160 ditto 
= aie) dito a 
etone =) 2s | + 
ditio | 442 | ditto + 
O07 456) ditto | z 
1°00 | ditto 606 | dito | 
‘Cheriueo 078 | ditto 677 | ditto 
» | Aleyab “= ~| Ni 060} ons! i 
i 











Joun Ex.io7, .4., 
Cancurra, Meteorological Reporter tu the Govt. of Bengal, 








Meteorological Telegraphic R 






































































































= = 
Barometer Pg 
Barometey —— | 38 Weather 
Have, | Hoot.| redaoed | reodaeed | Hi Clouds, | Titan 
to 88". | rel, | Des. | Wet | Ee 
(Mar. 19th | 10 58 sw eee b 
\ ns cry oO] ew g 
0th | 10 
16 oh sa c 
aut | 10 id aw ’ 
i soa | 10 B| sw & 
io 
16 88 W G 
2ard | 1! sw & 
é i a BW. 
ad mth | 10 53 NNW 7 
16 4 a w c 
- goth | 0 ; wo) wesw e 
| | ie soot | oe7| geo) a7 | WNW | 90] me | a 5 
“ * ¢/Max. 19th | 10 £80°008 87 80 nm Ww K bm 
E H 16 sm | sr | mr | mt 8 K 8 
| goth | 10 29985 | 86 80 % Ww N,C,K > 
M4 2 16 | ease | 87 | 78 6) ssw K be 
g aut | 10 | svmr | 86 | ao | 6 sw N om 
5 16 | 29°861 Bh ” 7m 8 c bm 
sand | 10 soo8 | 95 | ao | m@| SW x bm 
4 6 29°768, 86 80 cis 8 N bm 
8 ard | 10 20 805, 86 | 80 3 sw N 
& 16 29°850 a7 | at 70 8 K 
n 3 auth | 0 sors. | a9 | so | a | NNW , 
F 16 goss | a7 | 73 | a7 N © am 
sth | 10 | 9790 | 90 | 70 3 NW ¢ bm 
16 | | so-ao2 a | 78 aye | ° bm 
(Mar. 19th | 10 ml o | ws SB ° 
6 ss | om! ss | ssw ’ 
2th | 10 Lo ™ | NE hed 
, 18 ar | 7 | a | Wew moe 
g ast | 10 so] m | | BAR | y 
8 18 a8 | 75 a7 sw ° 
$s sand | 1 | a8 | 7a | at zg » 
18 | | 83 | 7 | of} 8 8 Ww ° 
|| at} ae | | mi) on] S88 ° 
i é i a | m| | ssw oN 
mth | 10 ‘BR 3 ee 83K ” 
io | a | cs ssw 
25th | 0 | 7 | m| KKB » 
i 16) 88 ” & S8E ~ 
(Mar, 18th | 10 | | 88 rT) 6 | BEby8 “ 6 
16 as| 7 | a1 | BRS | 16 5 
asth | 10 89 78 | SEE 4 be 
16 | ‘86 " 68 SE bys 16 be 
oe goth) iv | 86 7 Ot BSE 12 be 
E « 18 | so | 7 | ot SB ws * 
/ aust | 10 so | 7 | a7 | SEbyS 6 » 
to i 85 6 60 sé w b 
4 3 ‘tnd | 10 | 87 rT 55 8 by W 8 6 
¥ wo 88 7 68 SE Lo ace on 6 
26nt | 10 | ia | a | Shy 3 3 6 
“ iw so] m7 | | SEbys | 16 Ey 6 
uth | 10 gw | 7 | 66 | sty W is é 
‘ 18 | a | 77 | a | SEbys Saree 
4 Mar. 19th | 10 | a|n7| a) xx8 BE oo | 
| a] om | «| BNE a,c 
, | a | 7 | o a +f oK 6 
: a | 7 a sW NE ‘ 
i | a | om | ot 8 W. c ’ 
| | 2 | @| Saw CK, © 
20 825 | m | 6 e © 6 
y 20658 o)on!| | NW GK 
z 29753 w | 7 | 6 5 Ww. . 
| 29°545 we] o | «| WNW o 
29°000, 90 7% a NE . 
2051 00 70 wv w ° 
20718 or} 0 | 38 NE wth 
29°658 ow} on | 6 zB ae aye 
¢ 29078 et] 7 | oF NE ‘6 
9338 al 2) Ww ie 
20-904 % | | NNE 
20°400 | 7m) a Ww ’ 
20070 | | | ENE ‘ 
26°983 | o7| a| Nw , 
20-000 | 7% | a B ‘ 
20778 m7 | «@| wNw + 
¥ 20 850 ™ 78 3 o 
20-099 | m | 7% aw 
y 29818 | # | % 8 
: inann s| i | @] ow 
20°707 wo a w 

































i 3 Ble i Gurmeax Rewanee,’ 
zig) sf a} | 

a ay > | aah 
Hla) H lala 
: } Sil 

Inches} O | O} 0} 0)0)]0 L ® |Miles.) In. 
March) 16th | 29°813 | 89° | 740 |1420 | 81:3 | 708 | ood | O56 wh ya 1054 + | Cloar and souds, 
lc. 


aeth | -776 | 92:0 | 73:0 |141-4 | 81-2 | 70-7 


3 
3 
@ 
a 
4 


120-0 |1096 | O-68 | ... | Clear, cumli, high wind 
at 6 vast. hails at BE 

vx Lightning at 7 
idee 








; ’ and) 8 rx. Thu 
‘and rain from 4 t06 
rM. 
rth | 883 | 9x3 | tro ]1d00 | ee | t29'| oo4| 05 [Sty WHS) .. [191]... | .. | Stratoni antl eboars 
18th 883 | 90:8 | 765 |1380 6a 724) 656 | 68) StyW ri 866 Clear and cirri. 
sob | 800 | 91-9 | 265 |14vo | eas | 34] oro] a1} sw |... | 890 Clear and circ. 
goth | 902 | 99% | 767 Jaane | avo | 741 | oro] -02 |S W £98] 02] ors . | Cleat and cirri. Slightly 
Ww fogwy at @ A.at. 
aust} 600 f 02% | 706/141] 633 | 77-4 | 739] 79] SW °| 0911907 | uw. |. | Clour and cri, 
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‘The mean barometery as likewise the dry and wet bulb thermometer means, are derived from 
the twenty-four hourly observations made during the day, 

‘The dew-point is computed with the Greenwich constants, The figures in column 10 represent 
the humidity of the air, the complete saturation of which being taken at unity. The receiver of the 












Tower rain-gange is 14 feet, and that of the anemometer 70 feet 10 inches above the level of the 
ground, ‘The velocity of wind, as indicated by Robinson’s anemometer, is registered from noon to noon. 
8 
‘The extreme variation of temperature during the past soyen days we 195 
The maximum temperature during the past seven days we O25 
The maximum temperature during the corresponding period of the past year oe 985 
‘The mean humidity during the past seven days we 08R 
The mean humidity during the corresponding period of the past year das we . 
e8. 
: ’ lower rain-gai O54 
‘he total fll of rain from 15th to, Blab. {PY loner minceange Gs 
Ditto ditto ditto, average of twenty-two previous years 0-15 
Ditto ditto between the Ist January and the 21st March TL 
Ditto — ditto ‘ditto, average of twenty-two previous years ve 248 


Gorzenautn Sex, 
The 24th March 1876. In charge of the Observatory, 














Abstract of the Results of the Hourly Meteorological Observations taken at the 
Surveyor-General's Office, Oaloutta, in the month of February 1876. 





“Larrropr 22° 88° 1” North. Longitnde 88° 20’ 34” East. . Height of the cistern of the standard 
barometer above the sea level, 18°11 feet. 


























MONTHLY RESULTS. * Inches 

Mean height of the barometer for the month wes e 29°919 
Max, height of the barometer, oecurred at 104.4. on nthe 9th... we 7 80-143 
Min. height of the barometer, oocurred at $ a.m. on the 24th... me) 29-707 
Eatreme range of the barometer during the month ee i 0436 
‘Mean of the daily max. prossutes ane 1 in ty 29°990 
Ditto ditto — min, ditto if ve ve ~ 29850 
Mean daily range of the barometer during the month 19 Vig o 0140 

A —_— » 7 

Mean dry bulb thermometer for the month we 78:1 
Max, temperature, oceurred at $-and 4 p.m, on the Toth and goth 5 90-0 
Min. temperature, occurred at 7 AM, on the 7th oe 544 
Extreme range of the temperature during the month Ss 856 
Mean of the daily’max, tem eats hy ‘4 "33-9 
Ditto ditto —min. 8 a ‘ 64°8 
Hean daily range of the tikpenstare during the month 191 

‘ 

Mean wet bulb thermometer for the month : ve O45 
Mean dry bulb thermometer above mean wet bulb thermometer... . . 86 
Computed mean dew-point for the month 3 we a 576 
Mean dry bulb thermometer above computed mean 4 -point y 195 
‘ * Tnehes. 

Mean elastic force of vapour for the month i ses 28 ws 0488 
— r ‘Troy graine 

Misn weight of vapour or the ‘imanth pas s 5-27 
‘Additional weight of vapour required for complete saturation |. ee Tl Ste 
Mean degree of humidity for the mopth, complete saturation being unity 060 

ee ) . 

‘Mean max, solar radiation thermometer for the month Nee ws fae / 1850 
a Inches. 

Rained 2 days,—max, fall of rain during 24 hours wee oy 158 
Potal amount of rain during the month 293 
Totalamount of rain indieated ey. the gauge* ‘attached*to the | sxemometer ‘during the 245 
mont x a nt in oe 
Prevailing direction of the wind tee ies oe « SW&SSW. 


Gorzenaurn Sex, 


Jn charge of the Observatory. 
The 24th March 1876, 





© Height 70 feet 10 inches above ground. x 









fh. 
y Return of ‘Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 


EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 
Approximate Returnof Trafic for week ended the Vth March 1876. on 168} miles oven. 
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No. 248, dated Calcutta, the 19th January 1876. . 
From—R. L, Manors, Esa., Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
‘To—The Secretary to the Illumination Committee, Calcutta. 

I am directed to request that you will communicate'to the Illumination 
‘Committee an expression of the very cordial acknowledgments of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal for the eminently successful result of their long-sustained 
exertions, as manifested on the evening of the 24th ultimo, by the illumination 
in honor of tho visit of His Royal Highness the Prince 6f Wales. The manner 
jn whick all classes, Euroj and Nutive, official and non-official, raised a 
large subscription, and combined together to renderthe effect uniformly brilliant 
throughout the long line of operations, was such as to evince the highest degree 
of loyalty and the public spirit of the community of Calcutta, Tho Lieute- 
nant-Governor has every reason to believe tliat the display was graciously 
approved by His Royal Highness. ‘ 

2. Iam to add that the Licutenant-Governor’s entire approval has been 
separately communicated to the Public Works Department for their share in 
the work, which consisted in the illumination of the large buildings belonging 
to Government. 











No. 252, dated Caloutta, the 19th January 1876. + 
From—R. L. Manatzs, Bsa’, Officiating Secretar¥ to the Government of Bengal, 
To—The,Commissioner of Police, Caloutta, » , 

Tam directed to request that you will accept the very cordial thanks 
of the Lieutenant-Governor for your personal and unremitting efforts during 
the visit of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales to Calcutta. The 
recognition which His Royal Highness was graciously pleased to make of 
those efforts in investing you with the dignity of Knighthood is the best 
possible proof of their entire success. 

2. I am to request also that you willcommunicate to the Deputy Com- 
missioner of Police, Mr. Lambert, the Lieutenant-Goyernor’s acknowledgment 
of the valuable* and. assiduous: services rendered by ‘that officer on that very 
important occasion. , . 

8. The Lieutenant-Governor observed with great satisfaction re iar 
conduct of many of tlie Police Inspéétors on the same occasion,vand His Honor 
requests that you will be good enough to submit the names of the most deserv- 
ing for the information of Government. : 





No, 254, dated Caloutta, the 19th January 1876, F 
From—R. L. Maneriis, Hsa., Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
To—Tho Officiating Commissioner of Patna. j ; 

1 am directed to communicate to you the very, best thanks of the Liente- 
nant-Governor for the skill, forethought, and, management displayed by you 
in the preparations mado for the reception of His Royal Highness tho ee 
of Wales at Bankipore, the entire success of which arrangements is eminently 
creditable to you. Pe 4 

. ——— ‘ 

ha ’ * 
No. 250, dated Caloutta, the 19th January, 1876. 
L, Maxores, Esa% Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
To—Tho Officiating Inspector-Gencral’of Police.” Bail ated 

I am directed to communicate to you.the Lioutenagi Governor's 
acknowledgment of the excellent and e eng anner in which all the polieo — 
arrangements in the ine Bengal were devised by you, and carried out 
by Rie department, during the visit, of His Royal Higlmess the Prince of 
les, i" Oe if Dh Silat 


&; 









From—R. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET ESTIMATES OF THE CALCUTTA 
PORT COMMISSIONERS FOR THE YEAR 1876-77. 


GENERAL DEPARTMENT—MARINE—CALCUTTA PORT TRUST—No. 944. 
Calcutta, the 8rd April 1876, 

Reap— 
Letter No. 2430, dated 4th March 1876, from the Officiating Vice-Chairman to 

the Port Commissioners, submitting the Budget Estimates of the Port of Oaleutta 

for the year 1876-77. 

1. The estimates have, as last year, been drawn tip completely and 
clearly. 

2, They have been drawn up precisely in the same form as last year, 
and consist of the following five parts :— 


Part 1.—Jetties, 

Part T1.—Inland Vessels’ Wharves. 
Part IEI.—Strand bank lands. 

Part IV.—Port or River Division. 
Part V.—Loans and New Works. 

The first four heads constitute the revenue account, and the fifth the 
capital account, a separation of which was ordered by the Government of 
india in resolution of the Public Works Department, Nos. 778-80A.G. J 

8, The appendices to the estimates give details of control, of working 
expenses of dredger, of interest and sinking fund, of engineering, of municipal 
texes and repairs for servants’ quarters, and of assessment of store-yards, 
workshops, and lascars’ quarters, the expenditure on which is distributed 
between the several parts of the estimates, ie., Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, or 5th. 

4, Appendix A.—The charges on account of control establishments 
have been redistributed with the view of debiting one-tenth of the head office 
expenses to the Hooghly Bridge accounts, and of relieving the port and jetty 
divisions of the estimates of one-twentieth of the charge. 

Appendix F, which gives details of assessment of store-yards, workshops, 
and lascars’ quarters, has been added to the estimates. 

5. In the estimates numbered 1 to 41 are given detailed explanations of 
all other items which appear in each of the five parts, viz, :— 

1 to 10—Details of Jetties, Part I. 
lL to15 —,, of Inland Wharves, Part IT. 

16 to 22 e of Strand Bank Lands, Part IIT. 
28 +089  °, of Port or River Division, Part IV. 
40 to41 >, of Loans and New Works, Part V. 

6. The points which require to be noticed in connection with the detailed 
estimates are the following :— . . 

\ Receipts from Jeities.—Dstimate No. I. 


(1) “It is estimated that the receipts from the jetties will give an increase 
of Rs $2,000 in 1876-77 as compared with the previous year. It is satis- 
factory to note that this year an“increase in both the sources of income 
under this head 2 expected. The receipts from imports are reckoned at 
Rs. 5,00,000, and those »from exports at Rs. 42,000, making a total of 
Rs, 5,42,000, The grand total will be Rs, 5,42,000 plus Rs, 18,500 received 
in repayment *of loans advanced to Parts If and III in 1875-76, which is 
equal to Rs, 560,500. , 

Repairs of Jetties, Sheds, Tramway, Compound.—Estimate No. 8. 

(2.) The estimate for 1876-77 is Rs, 10,000, and the actual expenditure 
for ten months for 1875-76 has been Rs. a During the year at was found 
bs to employ the fire-engine Hooghly frequently, when the state of 
M a his cA in washing away the accumulation of silt from the jetty, 

Se ernitenents for 1876-77 are therefore reckoned on” 
that is, Rs. 10,000 for repairs, and Rs. 3,500 for removal 
lope, which mak ll a total of Rs. 18,500. + 
tty Estab »— Estimate No. 5. 
Rs, 1,24,042, showing an increase of 
More than ‘halt (Bs. 2,400) of 
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this increase is owing tothe provision for two extra drivers at Rs. 100 each 
per mensem under the head “Crane Establishment.” ‘These men are provided 
to meet the constant.requisitions for working atnight. ‘The remaining portion 
of the increase (Ks. 2,188) is due to slight increases in establishments under 
the heads “Jetty Office,” “Jetty Collection Department,” “Landing and 
Delivery,” and “ Import Warehouse.” 


Working expenses of Jettirs.—Estimate No. 6. 


(4.) This estimate exceeds that of last year by Rs. 8,000. Under the 
head of “ Coolie Jabour for exports” an increased provision of Rs, 2,500 is made 
for cost of extra labour, as the receipts from this source are expected to 
increase. An extra provision of Is, 500 is made under the head of * Stationery 
and printing charges,” as the forms, tally books, manifests, and cart tickets 
now used are largely in excess of former requirements. 


Municipal Lanes on Jetty Enclosures,—Estimate No. 7. 
(5.) The Municipal tax will amount to Rs. 33,640, against Rs. 36,699 in 
1875-76. ‘The decrease uf Rs. 3,059 is due to the reduction of 1} per cent, 
in the house and water-rates, 


New works to be met from Jetty Revenue —Estimate No. 9. 


(6.) The sum to be transferred from revenue to Part V, Capital Account, 
for new works, will amount to Rs, 1,06,500, against Rs, 28,200 in 1875-76. 
‘The excess is due to an increased provision being made for new works at the 
jetties. 
Rent of Seebpore Chur Land.—Estimate No. 10. 


(7.) Provision has been made for Rs. 4,000, the amount to be paid to 
Government as annual rent for the chur land at Seebpore, which will be 
made over, at the expiration of a year from date of notice to the present 
lessee, to the Commissioners with a view to its utilization for purposes con- 
nected with the timber trade of the port. ‘The charge will be met from jetty 
funds as a temporary measure. 


Receipt from Inland Vessels’ Wharves.— Estimate No. 11. 


(8.) The receipts estimated at Rs. 3,382,000 show an increase of Rs. 43,876 
as compared with the previous year. ‘The anticipated increase is based 
upon the grant of a loan of Rs. 2,50,000 applied for by the Port Commis- 
sioners for the purpose of completing the purchase of land required for the 
new riverside road. This Government, in its letter No. 445, dated 15th February 
1876, addressed to the Government of India, in the Revenue, Agriculture, and 
Commerce Department, recommended the grant of the loan to the Commissioners. 
Tf, however, the loan is not granted, the receipts now counted upon will be 
reduced, but, on the other hand, there will be a corresponding reduction in the 
charges for interest and maintenance. ” 


Repairs of Inland Vessels’ Wharves.—Lstimate No. 12, 


(9.) A sum of Rs. 30,000 is provided under this head, against Rs. 12,000 
in the year 1875-76. This amount will possibly be in excess of the actual 
requirements, but as there may be much to do in the way of making up and 

. protecting the bank, metalling the road with stone; &¢., provision is made for 
this sum, which will include all labour, such as bheestees, sweepers, &¢., 
employed for conservancy and maintenance purposes. 


Salaries— Inland, Vessels’ Wharves.— Estimate No. 18. 
(10.) The estimate, Rs. 51,780, shows an increase of Rs, 912 as compared 

with the year 1875-76. ‘The increase is owing partly to the pay of the Superin- 
“tendent being raised from Rs. 800 to 400 per mensem, by an annual increment 
of Rs. 50, and partly to the provision of an establishment at a. Rs. 312 
per annum for looking after the pontoon at Cossipore, 













e 
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accepted the liability to bear the cost of nine lamps on the Strand Bank 
which were formerly maintained by the Justices, and to provision having been 
made for lighting the new wharf between Aheereetollah and Permit Ghats. 


New works from revenue of Inland Vessels’ Wharves.—Bstimate No. 15. 
(12,) The estimate under this head is Rs, 87,000, against Rs. 1,20,000 in 
1875-76. The amount (Rs, 87,000) is made up of two items, viz. Rs. 78,500 
to be transferred to theveapital account for new works, and Rs, 13,500 for the 
repayment of the loan received from Part I in 1875-76, 


Strand Bank Rents.—LEstimate No. 16. 


(13.) The receipts estimated at Rs, 1,04,794 show an increase of Rs, 4,000 
as compared with the previous year. This estimate is based upon the actual 
receipts from the monthly rental of the Strand Bank lands, 


Repairs to Strand Bank Lands.—Estimate No. 17. 
(14.) There is an increase of Rs. 4,000 as compared with the estimate 
for 1875-76) owing to the provision of aspecial grant for drainage and 
latrines, &c. 


Salaries—Strand Bank Lands.— Estimate No. 18. 

(15.) The-estimate for salaries shows an increase of Rs, 120, viz. from 
Rs. 1,276 in 1875-76 to Rs. 1,896 in 1876-77. The increase is due to the rent 
collector’s pay being raised from Rs. 80 to Rs. 90 per mensem, and it is raised 
with a view to make his pay commensurate with his increased work and re- 
sponsibility. 
. Yunicipal Taxeg on Strand Bank Lands.—Estimate No. 19. 

(16.) Municipal taxes will amount to Rs. 7,879.8 against Rs. 7,312 in 
1875-76, in consequence of the Justices having inereased the assessment from 
the last quarter of 1875. 


Amount to bé transferred to Part I—Estimate No.22. 


(17.) Provision is made for a sum of Rs. 5,000, which is to be transferred 
to Part I in repayment of loan received in 1875-76. 


Receipts from Harbour Masters’ Department.—Dstimate No. 24. 

(18.) Thé receipts estimated at Rs. 1,835,000 show a decrease of Rs. 8,000 
as compared with the:previous yoar. ‘The estimate is based upon the actual 
receipts of 1875-76, ‘ 

Wreck and Anchor Receipts.—DPstimate No. 25. 

(19.) The income is reckoned at Rs. 15,000, showing a decrease of 
Rs 2,500 as compared with the year 1875-76. The estimate is based upon 
the actual collections of the previous year. 3 


Interest of Government Securities.—LEstimate No. 28. 


(20.) © There will be an increased income of Rs. 1,000 over the estimate , 
(Rs. 20,110) for the year 1875-76. 


e Fines for Breach of Port Rules.—Dstimate No. 33. 

(21.) The receipts undér this head are estimated'at Rs. 400, showing a 
decrease of Rs. 350 as compared with 1875-76. ‘The estimate is based upon 
the actual receipts of aha past year. 


" Repairs of Boats, Vessels, §c., of the Port-—Estimate No. 85. 
(22.) ‘The estimate, Rs. 15,000, shows a decrease of Rs. 1,800 as compared 
with the year 1875.76. ; . 
ge Port Working Bxupenses— Estimate No. 36, 
There is an increase of RS. 2,500 in the working expenses over the 
ete Yor te year 1870.76, * 


1 So aS 
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Salaries of Port Works Establishment.—Lstimate No, 87. 


(24,) The estimate for establishments employed on port works shows an 
increase of Rs. 144, which is due to annual increments of pay under the head 
“ Port Pilotage Collecting Department,” but this increase is reduced by Rs. 6 by 
a revision of the establishments under the heads “ Heave-up boats,” ‘ Anchor 
and mooring boats, No. 1 Experiment,” and “Fire-engine boat Hooghly.” 
The total inorease therefore is Rs. 138. 





Probable balance on the 1st Aprit 1876.— Estimates Nos, 42-46, 
Bs. 


(25.) Part I—Jetties ) ae vs 55,861 
Part I1.—Inland Vessels’ Wharves o 389 





Part I1I.—Strand Bank Lands 95 
Part IV.—Port or River Division... 17,749 
Part V.—Capital Account ove 43,289 
— 

Total «. 1,17,883 





Loan and Interest Account. 


(26.) The Commissioners make provision for payments from revenue of 
interest and sinking fund as below :— 








Rs, 

Debitable to Jetties 1,60,062 
to Inland Wharves 1,206,444 “ 

to Strand Bank ise ne ve 92,681 

}, to Port or River Division ... ‘te ve 85,876 

Total ve 4,085,068 

», “to Bridge nas: iat ow aes 2,165 

Grand total ve 407,228 


Of this grand total, Rs. 8,01,039 are payments on account of interest, and 
Rs, 1,06,189 are repayment of principal. The total loan liability of the 
Commissioners at the close of the year 1875-76 is Rs. 44,17,5%0-1, exclusive of 
the original Port debt of Rs. 17,65,000, the principal of which is not repayable. 
The item of Rs. 2,165 shown above as payable by the Bridge Commissioners is 
made up of the following two sums :— 


Rs. 
‘As rent for the quarters occupied by the officer in charge of the bridge 1,133 
As rent for quarters in the new office. pets hoe oe 1,082 
« Total ro 2,165 


Revenue Account. 


(27.) The following tabular statement shows the estimate of the Revenue 
Account from 1st April 1676 to 81st March 1877— ; 


Estimate of Receipts and Expenditure for 1816-77, 
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. total reesipts and ture will be as below — 
‘The grand total reesipts and expendi 1 DOO ot ‘ 
Rovenne receipts i 
Capital Account receipts 
Deduct Bridge receipts... a ee 
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Capital Acedunt uxpenditiy 





Deduct Bridge expenditure ‘i 
(0) Vide pao of Bapimates. Grand total, 26,28,000(0) 
+ Ada balance on Bist March 1877 of capital account, and the grand total balance will be :— 


Raven Accu balan ia 
Capital Account baluuoo i 7 
. wars 





(28.) It appears from the above estimate that the expenditure falls short 
« of the receipts of the year by Rs. 53,444, which is satisfactory. 
New Works. 
(29.) The assets and outlay on capital account for new works may be , 
shown as follows :— 
Amounts which have been debited on the revenue account as 














transferred to capital acoonnt—vide Part Rs. 

ston I Getic) of the estimates* Rs, 1,06,500 
, and Part 11 (Inland wharves) Rs. 73, 00 1,80,000 
Undrawn balance} of Batons uae see 5,20,000 

. ns appliedt for but 

a as dai tioned ve 96,000 
Loans.to be applied} for 50,000 
Other receiptst on wee 5,000 
Total 11,51,000 
Add a available balance on Ist April 1876 ve 43,289 
act etal be gy Un 280 

atlay on account of new works as 
ST Serene Mes; he shown in Part V of the estimates§ 11,87,060 
Probable balance on 31st March 1877 ee 7,229 


Rs. 7,229 is therefore the balance that will be available under the capital 
account, while Rs. 53,444 are shown as working balances under the different 
items of the revenue account, 

7. The Lieutenant-Governor epproven generally, under section 50, Act 
V (B.C.) of 1870, of the estimates of income and expenditure of the Comunis- 
sioners for the year 1876-77. 

8. He is glad to take advantage of this annual occasion to reiteraté the 

‘their Oh his thanks for the skill and attention given by the Commissioners 
Chairman and Vice Chairman, to the affairs of the Calcutta Port, 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal)” 
H, J, REYNOLDS, 


- Offg. Secy. to the Govt, of Bengal. 
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Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops. 






Statement showing Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops in the different Districts 
of Bengal, as reported to Government during the week ending the 1st April 1876. 



















Rainfall 
Dincriet, and date of lat Sudder Character of the wenther. state and prospects of the erops, and 
rewrn, tia state of health at date. 
inc 











Western Districts. 


1 Burdwan, — pl. 3*'76, 19 |Weather—Rain‘all at Culna O47, Bood-bood 016, and {Cutwa nil. Cholera is 
abating in Kuneegunge, but prevalent in Culna, 























Benkoora =,» | Nil. [Weather—Generally dry and hot, but there was some rain on the north-eastern 
border of the district. No change in the state and prospects of the crops. 
Rain is wanted especially for indigo. Cholera is abating. 


|Beorbhoom, =, 1, »| Nil. |Wenther—Dry, with hot wosterly wind, No change in the stato and prospects 
of the orops, Raitt is wanted. 


Midnapore, =» 1, | 0°38 |Weather—Soasonablo. The rain is derived from partial thunder-storms, which 
fro not general, and less in the south than in the north, Every full 
Beneficial. Cholera and small-pox continue in eertain portions of the district. 


5 |Hooghly, » 1,» |Inappre |Weather—Close and sultry, Cloudy at intervals, No sowings reported as goi 
blo. |" on, “and is being peevered for aous, rober, and late. tadigo, Cwewhert, 
pautolls, carly indigo, and jali dhan, still doing well. Mangoes indifferent 
from want of water, Rain greatly needed, Wheat and barley harvest, almost 
over. Cholera is bad all over the district, especially in Hooghly and Seeumpore. 
‘Small-pox is abating. Fever ceased. 


|flowra, » 1, | 10 |Wenther—Sky clouded with indieations of rain. Heavy storm on Wednesday 
‘bat an inappreciable fall of rain. Ground is still under preparation for sowings 
More rain would be appreciated. 








+ Central Districts. 
6 \24-Pergunnabs, Apl. 8+’76} O48 | Wenther—Hot ; windy. More rain is required for the preparation of gronnd for 
spring sowings. Cuses of cholera continue to be reported from every part of 

\¢ district, , 


7 i m Uy |, 020 |Wenther—Rain in nearly all the sab-divisions, but heavy only in M and 





Choondangah. ‘There are no erops on the ground excapt indigo, which is fair | 
‘The preparations for sowings of early tice have progressed. Cholera is spread- 
ing. It is bad in the north of the Meberpore sub-division nnd in tho Sudder. 


8 \Jessore, w hw Nil |Weather—Clear rnd dry; wind from south. October indigo, tect oil-seed, and 
spring rice, promising. Rain ie generally wanted. Cholera is prevalent at the 
‘Sadder station, und here and there in the district. 


(9 |Moorshodabad, ,, 1, ,,| Nil |Weather—Tomperature generally close and hot, Cloudy, and sometimes windy, 

¢ Cold weather crop almost entirely gathered.’ Outturn of about 100r 11 

annas. Prospects of the Boro dhan good. Indigo, ‘mulberry, and sugaroane, 

are fair, Cholera is provailing at Rampore Haut, Jungypore, at thanes 
Sujagange, Goas, Jollingheo, and Bhurutpoor, Also prevails ia BeFbumpore, 

Dinagepore, Mar, 81, ., | Nil. |Weather—Vory hot; strong west winds. Prospects of the doro dhan exdp are 

ed. digin fo mach wtltot te enghle ‘spwings of Alter ates, /Ohalenide 

| 4 prevailing in a few villages, but not in an epidemic form. ¥ 

Bhai: Apl. 1, | Nil. |Weather—Getting warmer, with occasional dustestorms, Cloudy on the Ist { 
instant, with « promise of rain very shortly, No change in the stute of the 


crops. "ubbee is being reaped. During the wook ninetwen eases of cholera 
reported, eight terminating fatally. ‘This diseaso is reported to be increasing, 


‘Weathor—There was slight rain aba few places on the 28th ; insufficient, however, 
te benefit se eons. “The rar efps have ster considera fom of 
rain, Such ax have been alrendy cut bave given scarcely the 


outturn, In Mandah, Janore, and Bagmara, tho prospects of the boro dban 

citpinre dpcidhly anferorabla,- Ta otter patte evens alan My 

the crop is nt present in a anuch botier condition. Soveral cases of cbole 

have been reported in various quarters also some cases of smallpox. 

Wi Hot, with 7 rico delay 
eather Hot, with trong perth Sowings of caer 


Ne in the character of the weather since last week. 
pes ee wage ey iain is nasa pooghing 
























Central Districts, — 


Cooen Benan Dive, 


(Cooch Behar, Mar, 30, 


Bartern Districts. 


Buckerguuce, Mar. 30, 4 


Dacca Dirk. 





Currrscoxa Divx. 

















Nil, 


Nil. 





O41 


O65 


Mil. 


wi 










|Weather—Not a drop of rain, although the nppearance of the sky has oftem 
been threatening, Rain is greatly needed, High winds at times. The young 
crops are doing well, but they will suffer if there is-no rain soon. 


Woather—Nonin, The want of it is very serious in the dryer parte of the 
district. ‘The early daan, which should now be in’ the ‘field, cannot be sown 
fills—the groard so dried op; and in the damper parts of the 
Docars, where the biadoe dun is sown very early, it is now reported ws 
being dried up in places, 


Weather—No rain it is getting hot. There hax been west wind ns well ag 
east wind during the week. People have not. yet een able to sow bitri dhan 
(aous) in all their fields for want of rain; the seeds sown havonot germinated. 
‘The prospects of the cheena und the Ago» crops continue unfavornble. 














Weather—Soatomable, State and prospects of the erepe ave good, 


'Weather—Windy, with» storm and rain on one day. State of the crops is fate. 
Plonghs at work generally. Cholera ix ver praraicel: especially at by 
Station, Eastern Bengal Railway, and “Goaluncto. 


‘The crops aro ina satisfactory condition, A good deal of cholera in a sporadié 
‘form prevails. 


Wenther—Dry and hot, with variable winds, Groat want of rain, to allow of 
‘sowing of the eurly rice erop. 


|Wenther—Hot. High soath wind. A fow drops 
being reaped. Prospects are good. 


Wenther—Warm, Cold-weather crops getting on well owing to the recent rain. 
Cholera in the south of the district. . 


Wouther—Heut daily inereting, Mornings generally cloudy. (On the 20th the 
morning was densely foxgy. High winds. A little rain on the 28rd, and a 
thunder-storm on the night of the 28th. Chilligs, pulses, linseed, de, are in 
good order, Ploughing for the early rice crap, aud sowing of ovrly and Inte, 
Tice together, are now going on. ‘Cholera is very bad in the town and out in 
the distri, ebpecially along the pilgrim route from Chandranath, « 
" uh 
Weathor—Seasonnble, Showers of rain on the 24th and 26th, Joom-cutting is: 
nearly overs its burning has commenced, oti cholera and small-pox have 
broken outiat Rangamates, 


Weuther—Hot, with cocitionsl stormy: No change in the wate and prowpects of! 
the erope, 


|Wenther—Seasonable, No rain. Crops are nontly all harvested. Yield is good, 
Sporadic cases of cholera and small-pox generally throughout the distriety andi 
x good deal of measles and chiicken'-pox. aha 





Wenther—Hot westerly wind in the beginning of the week. East wind and 


cloudy latterly, with a few drops of rain at Gya and Jehanabad. Highest 
reading of the'thermometer ix 101% No crops ow the ground, Cholor snd, 
sinall-pox reported from x few places. » “ 


|Weather—Gonerally cloudy. Rubee harvest: ia almost finished. ‘The opium 
‘outturn is good. Swall-pox is still provalent, % 


there M and evenings are pleteant, West wind during: iG 
MeoadsSakien hoe swiSee is being twrvested all over the district, but 
churnctor of the yiold cannot be stated definitely for a week or ton days 
longer. Itpromises, however, toibe an average crop in Tajpoor and the 
Portion of the Sudder sub-division, abou three-fourths of am average 
The east of the latter sub-divisidn, and scarcely half an average erop. 
‘Mudhoobunnee, te 








‘enther—Tb has been for somedays, and there is 
"the ren ‘of the rubbee h reat ia nearly i 
tut. other fhod-grains remain cheap, Some 
‘occurred 



















































Apl 1, 76 Nil. |Weath Hot and dry. with high west wind bl a 

" fo Htreptagein il ie toby: vale SR op 
have been barvested, and are being threshed and stacked. Opium 
collected, and the meighmenit Bart commenced, Cotton i doing well, 
and moong promise well. Indigo prospects are generally indifferent. 
favorable. General health is good. 


‘Chomparun, Mar. 31, | Nil, |Wouther—Thore have been continual west winds, which have done somo damage, 
‘but the wruther hus been very cvol, ‘The crops are being reaped, and the 
produce is fair, * 


Monghyr, Apl. 1, '76) Nil, |Weather—Cioudy. No change in the state of the crops since lust. ‘The rubber 
crop is neve novtly all gathered in. Prices continue easy, 
7 * 


Cheena 
ae 


Bhagulpore, 3.» | Nil, |Weather—Clondy, with but little west wind, No erops on tho ground now exoept 
some Inte rakur, newly planted sugarcane, and newly sown aghani rico and 
‘mong. apt SaaS Rain now would bo af great value for 
oper 
er 





rations, Condition of the people is good, though there 
\lemall-pox here and there, got ae ad 





Purneah, » Ls | Nik |Wenther—Very high west wind. Mornings cloudy, threatening main. Rain. ip 

runich wanted for the ploughing and sowing of bladoe erops unid for the moony, 
owni, and cheena, which is now coming on, Kice is gotting dearer, but wheat 
fand grain are cheapest. ‘The health of the district is bad. Small-pox and 
sholera are prevalent; the latter expecially bad in the north, 


[Sontbal Porghs. 3, ,, | Nil, |Weather—Great promise of rain, though none has fallen. Mfokwa being gathored 
‘with good outturn, Mango crop promises well. Both.crops suid to be aightly 
* «| injured from want of rain fi Rujmehal. Cholera appears to be stopping. 














fiterior, It is extremely hot und close. No crops on the ground, Palle 
© P health is good. 


Nil. |Weather—Hot and cloudy, Thrve-foutths ¢f the dalua paddy crop are boifg 
‘reaped, while the remuining fourth part, is failing for want of rain. The state 
of crops jn, general fir. “Mango crgp is short, Chole prevails but the 
. luenwe is less. 


her —No rain im oe station, Several slight rainfalls reported from 


idnsore, aw 8, | Nil, |Wenther—Unecttedl andl wind variable, In spite of threaten 
snigtia Hal of pouglin tamara) practi Ghsiee sot sateen 


much less frequent. = 


NAGPORE. ’ . 
South-Western Frantier, | © +4 
Agency. 


40 |Heznreobagh, Mur. 31, "%6| Nil, rasta pesannabi, No crops on the ground at present. Cholera and small-pox 


diminishing. " - 

1 |Lobardugga, Apt. 2, 4.) Nik eather Wary i for the tithe of the year. The mohwa if falling freely, and 

* ©) will probably be Bfull crop, alu le pow ioied Sn, hr pleaping, ‘Small- 
pox, measles, and cholera, are still reported, 7 

42 |Singbboom, Mar. 81, 4 | “Nil. |Weathet-Seasonal 








‘There are no crops to report about. ‘The weather is 











se ¥ re lage is no rain soon, the Deputy Commissioner ig afraid thers 
“amon Ap,» Weathier—Seasonable, No change in the character of the weather, and in the 
on state and prospects ofjthe crops, | « ; i 








a 
# Telegram of the Srd April, rcnived on tho same day. shows rainfall during tha seven anys immediately preceding. 
’ . 
Published for general information. 


H. J. 8. Oorros, 
The 4th April 1876. tg 4 : Oy. Ir, Seoy. 10 the Govt, of Bengal. 
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CHOTA NAGPORE. 
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Singthoom ... ... | Chyebasse : 
Paralia 3 ww | Na | Na | oo | -aitto 
Munthoom .. Govindpore cc] Nil [Not rec} Nil | 18th Mar, ¥ 
ASSAM & ADJACENT 
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Bribe ae | Sot = | oa} O70] 646 | o5th Mar.) © 
Scebssagor O18 [Notre] 670 | 18th, he 
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Suntock ps ce] 00 | ditto | 605] aie | 
Cherideo = i] oan | ditto | 701] ditto 
Akyab = | 000) wit | ove | 50h aur, 
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Jon Exviorr,  4., 
Meteoroloyical Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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Meteorological Telegraphic Report for the period 26th Mar. to Ist Apl. 1876, 


See 
























































































Wis. 
2 Weather 
Date, |Howr.| redaced | e- = Chonda, | Weather 
+ | ‘loved | Dry. | Wet | gy | Directio 
Mar. 20th | 10 n| ssw 42 ] 
16 3a | Sty W ug : b 
a7th | 10 70 8 by E 61 K 
16 “60 8 (aa o2 C03 
seth | 10 al ow, 3 os 
i 16 
20th | 10 n q 67 cK 
6 60 ssw 72 cK 
0th) 10 66 sw 72 cK 
6 18 ue SE 43 c, 08 
Sit} 10 8 6 S by W eL o, vs 
April Let % in n u 8 "i + 
wt | 30 ; 1 | Shy W ah 
Casal BB) |-8] Sloe 
Mar. seth | 10 wo | 7 8 19 N bm 
H 1 80 15 As 1e N bm tends, 
mth | 10 80 % ssW 130 N Dy m, sons, 
: 1 m | 7 8 138 N 4m seals, 
lee be BI El ste | Glcalel feeee 
r 0 q i | 
i] sm] 8 e] @) Seb | ey cs |g [ke 
aha sl 7” a My 
8 ‘soth | 10 81 m ie: 98 N 5, 
& 18 81 0 ssw 160 N 5m 
3 sist | 10 so | 76 3 ue x be 
16 a1 m ¢ >, m, Her 
April ist | 10 80 n| Sow. 96 N 3, om, wend, 
q 16 a | 79 8 ws N 1, my, sede, 
y\Mar. 26th | 10. to 1% 47 K ~ 
16 m | 0 | www | 127 KS ° 
a7th | 10 70 i SSE 62 K » 
16 cid a BW. 195 KS © 
aeth | 10 0 65 8B 4 K =, 
18 10 68 BW 132 K ° 
goth | 10 8 05 RK el K ” 
18 0 7m SSE 190 CK ° 
goth | 10 ” 65 8 ol K ~ 
18 9 | 98 sw ara x * 
sist | 10 80 ay Ww wT K, KS. Sod 
sis] 1 ale] & | BE IER | 
r 85 
18 70 68 sy 201 K, Ks . 
Mar. sth | 10 16 rc by W o 
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16 nm m SEbyS : 
eh} 10 7 60 | ‘shy Ww. : 
18 go | 7 
28th 0 % Hs 8 a s $ 
a 65 
gon | 10 |) Sees he 
16 | . 
sou | 0 | a8 ‘iy ve 
oL 8 Eby 
aut | 10 7 | a | Ssak® we 
18 7% | 08 | SBbys * 
26th 55 sw c $ 
6 sw o ry 
68 sw rf 
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2 BLL he 
a | ssw ox 
65 8 ‘ 
a 88E i Hi 
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taken at the Surveyor-General’s Office, 
to Bist March 1876. 
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] | i j i Gurmux Rewanes,” 
2 E i l J 
2 lee lag 
gai ERE Plaleiali 
Inches. ° B® jMiles.| In. 

March] 22nd | 20°807 799 | 764] 070) SWES |. [2873 | ja | ue | Clone, cumuli, and cirri, 
‘Sheet lightning on B 
from €] to 8 rat, 

28rd 708 | 990 | 706 |1420 | B51 | 787) 749] “71/88 be HS | oe [1995 |. | oe | Clear and camuli, 

hh 680 | 96-0 | 709 |143'0 | 855 | 748] 673 | 56 /S,NW,&W) .. [1058]... |. | Cloar and cirri, itly. 
ty S fogay at 8 and 7 Aust 

a5th| 608 | 95:0 | 750 Jras0| see] rau} 057] “os |WSWass) .. |1080|.... | .. |Cloarand cir. 

26th “741 | 94a | 70 |1420 | 863] T72] 722] “68 /SbyWAS) .. |1000| ...) @ 


arth | 778 | oa-4| 800 | 1400) 843 | 787 | 748] -74|Sby WHS) .. |1099 


ash] °773 | o2°0| 776 [1408 | 8x5 | 785 | 760] -76/SbyWas| 08 109] ...... 





goth | *764 | oss | 785 [140 | Bee] 7H6 | 482) 71) S&SSW| .. |1678) or] ... | Clear, 


from 2 to 4 4M, 
Light rain at 13 ase, 


sorh | “719. | 96's | 767 |14r0 | 865 | 702) 097 | Co} SSWAS| 12/1700! 017] ... |Cirriand clear. 


Ora. Rain at Of ra, 
J suet] 676] aos | 20:6 J1410| 860 | 790) 749) 7 Sty F.S,&8) .. [1446 |... v= | Clear and cirri. 


















































‘The mean barometer, us likewise the dry and wet bulb thermometer means, are derived from » 
the twenty-four hourly observations made during the day. . 
‘The dew-point is computed with the Greenwich constants. ‘The figures in column 10 represent 
the humidity of the air, the complete saturation of which being taken at unity. ‘The receiver of the 
loner rain-gauge is 1} feet, and that of the anemometer 70 feet 10 incbes above the level of the 
ground. ‘The velocity of wind, as indicated by Robinson’s ancmometer, is registered from noon to noon. 





© 
‘The extreme variation of temperature during the past ten days 205 
‘The maximum temperature during the past ten days 95:5 iC 
‘The maximum temperature during the corresponding period of the past year 96°5 
‘The mean humidity during the past ten days 0-68 
‘The mean humidity during the corresponding period of the past year aes O98 
ag Inches, 
" by lower rain-gauge woe O18 
‘The total fall of rain from 22nd to Bist... { PY lowes leone ee 
Ditto ae ditto, average of twenty-two previous years vey, BT 
Ditto dit between the Ist January and the 31st oe.) ERD 
Ditto 


aitto | ditto, average of twenty-two previous years we BS 
\ Gorzenavri Sex, 


The Brd April 1876. \ In charge of the Observatory. 
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Asst. Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
in the P. W. Dept., Irrigation Branch, — 


The 25th March 1876. . ae 
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EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 
Approzimate Return of Trafiio for weak enited the 18th March 1876, on 158} miles open. 
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EAST INDIAN RAILWAY.—MAIN LINE. 

Approximate Return of Trafic for week ended 2th March 1876, on 1,279 miles open, , 
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EAST INDIAN RAILWAY,.—JUBBULPORE ,LINE, 
Approximate Return of Trafic for week ended 25th March 1876, on 228% miles open. 
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of the Council of the Lieutenant-Go 
of Bengal for the purpose of making 
Laws and Regulations. 


Monday, the 200h March 1876. 





“as adopted “at the former meeting, the Council would es 
exception in favor of che eaebalties of the Suburbs and Howr 
the proposed limit to Rs. 200. ‘nie 
‘The Hoy’sre Sm Srvarr Hoae said he entirely concurred 
athe Chairman of the. Municipal Commissioners of the r 
those grounds that he opposed the amendment which was mo 
‘vious occasion. : ass 
The How’ste Banoo Kristopas Pan said with every roe 
of the Suburban Commissioners, he submitted that the of 
ity who received a salary of more than Rs. 200 month 
on one’s fingers. In fact he doubted whether they had moré than 
who ae salary of more than Rs. 200, and the same x a 
ly to the Howrah municipality. The limit of Rs. 200 was fair and r 
for Calcutta, spice here there ar 8 ines arate of sin 
ht it of a salary exceeding Rs. 200. On that ground hesybmj 
aimitin mofussil munici, alities should be Rs. 50, but if that minimum were 
considered too low for the Suburbs and Howrah, he was willing eit | 
' Rs. 100, ek the limit of ae 200 would exclude st a 
~ Chairman of those municipalities, and the,proviso adopte © : x 
: ically become a deal steer When the Cotnestinaatiod that. 
_ assented to the principle involyed in it, and he had seen nothing 
which would make him change his opinion as regards the pri 
provision. ; 
The Hon’stx Basoo Juccapanunn Mooxersee said he did not 
oni eat be made in favour of the Suburbs and Howrah. 
nother important. municipality (Dacca), the income ef which m 
sat as that of the other two, but which was in every respect as impo 
vith respect to the number of servants of municipalities’ who drew 
than Rs. 200, in the Suburban Municipality there were not more 
, and at Howrah there was only one, viz. the Secretary. Therefore 
fact the Council was going to make an exception in favour of these 
for the sake of two or three individuals, and he considered 
ion should remain as it now stood. > f 
_ The Hon’sie Sm Sruarr Hoge said that the proviso in the Bill wa 
jectionable, as it struck at the independence of the executive. He 
most inexpedient to empower the Commissioners at a meeting 
ite officers of the municipality, as they might have 
whom sey might desire to serve quite independent 
offices to which they were to be appointed. The executi' 
for tho éflicent discharge of the duties of municip: 
that the appointment of the subordinate officers 
of those who were practically responsible. 
Honon ie Prestenr felt it his duty to say that» 
cular individuals to a offices was not one of thos 
ve vested in of gentlemen at an 
that it wo le to cor 





motion of the How’nte Mr. Damper the word “ assessors” was 
' x word “‘ overseers” in line 5 of the same section, 
¥s en amendments were on the motion of Mr. Dawerer, made 
m 
F ves How’ste Mr. Damrree said, as the Bill stood it provided that oe { 
on the first sy of the first month of the quarter ; but it was 
Sonate section 109 that no bill should be presented uot one month oe 
elapsed from the time when the tax became due. This would throw the who 
4 ee of the tax into arrears; and he would therefore move that the 
“and not less than one month” in lines 1 and 2 of that section be omitted ; a1 
that in the second clause, for the words “ appended to such bill shall be a no 
of id in the form marked (A) in the second schedule” the following words 
ke ‘be substituted :— i 
“Jf the amount in such bill be not paid on presentation thereof, a notice of dem 
= ‘marked (A) in tho second schedule may beserved on the person liable to pay the same, 
notice of demand may be served either at the time when the bill is presented, or 
i Sergent ) provided that nocharge shall be made in respect of (the serves of} | 
es low’ste Banoo Kristopas Pax said, if a person was not able to pay 
ee ant on presentation of the bill, he was to be served 
eas The practice in Calcutta was that a bill was presented two — 
be before it was paid, then, if the tax-payer could not pay the tax, ‘3 
y of demand was served upon him. If that was the practice in Caleutta, 
ao be said that persons in the mofussil were in a position to pay the — 
ce, that was to say, the moment it was presented, He thought that if 
eae a within a reasonable time after presentation, then a notice 
os. served, But as the two amendments were worded, he did 
‘hether such a practice would be allowed. 
Nee Sie Stvarr Hoaa said that under this Bill the presentation 
d the service of the notice of demand were to be made simul- 


ha ont processes ought, he thought, to bo separate, If the bill 
within a pessanabe time, then a notice. of demand should be 


How’nns Mz. Dasovs paid be he would explain the effect of the second 
r The much what the hon'ble member — 
) ods Pal) she eek date it had struck him that the bill _ 
cht be prosented at the same time; that was to say, 
‘presentation, notice of demand should be served at 
@ | pac be har org the tax-payer was required eit 
ithin ve or if this was'the first time 














On the motion of Mx. Dawn a verbal amendment was 
‘section 110, and the position of sections 124 and 125 was transposed. s 
‘The Hon’stx Mr. Damprer moyed the substitution of the following section 
for section 146 :— ' 


“The Commmissioners at a meeting, with the sanction of the Lieutenant-Governor, m: 


* establish a toll-har and levy tolls on any bridge, or on any part of a road, which hey’ may 


have constracted after the commencement of this Act, or at any place within the 

pality adjacent to such bridge or part of a road, at which tolls may conveniently be levied on 
vehicles and animals passing over such bridge or part of a road, and the profite derived 
therefrom shall be carried to the credit of the municipal fund. 

Provided that no such toll-bar shall be established or tolls levied, otherwise than for 

the purposo of recovering the expenses incurred in constructing such bridge or part of a 
road, and in maintaining the said bridge or part of a road in repair for the five years noxt 
after tho construction thereof, together with interest on such expanses ag 
provided.” : 
He said it was quite out of the question to abolish tolls on roads where 
they at present existed ; one municipality got as much as 25 per cent. of their 
income from this source, and several ‘got a very considerable sum. The 
Council had heard a great deal about the unfairness and injustice of this tax; 
of people being required to pay twice for the use of the roads, first in the 
tape of a municipal tax, and then in the shape of a toll. Here was the reverso 
of the medal, The municipality of the Suburbs had no toll-bars, and_ they 
complained very much of the whole of the traffic of Calcutta coming’ over 
their roads, and not contributing one pico to their funds. The pro- 
posed section would enable them and other municipalities to levy tolls on 
any bridge or road, or part of a road, which they might have constructed, 
and for the maintenance of the bridge or road for five years after its construc- 
tion: as soon as the cost of construction and of such maintenance had been 
recovered, the tolls would cease. , 

The Hon’pte Sm Stuart Hoca enquired whether there would be any 
strong objection to exempting kutcha roads from liability to tolls. He thought 
it would be a great hardship to levy tolls on such roads, as during the rains one 
might often sce carts buried up to the nave, and it would not be fair to levy 
tolls where during certain seasons traffic was almost entirely impeded. 

The Hon'tre Mr. Dawrter explained that tolls were imposed on the 
authority of the Government; and under the Bill as it now stood the Government 
might make over to a municipality any tolls which were levied under the 
authority of Government at toll-bars established within the municipality, The 
municipality could not establish any toll-bar without the sanction of the Lieute- 
nant-Goyernor. The proposed section would not empower a munitipality to 
set up any toll-bar except for works constructed by them, and then only until 
the cost of construction and of maintenance for a certain period had been 
recouped. And with regard to the special objection urged by the hon’ble mem- 
ber, to putting a toll-bar on a Autcha road, Mx. Dawrmr would instance the case 
of a bridge connecting two portions of a kutcha road. .The bridge might be a 
very great convenience, He had, however, no particular objection to inserting _ 
theword ‘motailed” before “roads,” and would adopt the hon’ble member's 
suggestion. 

The Hoy’stx Banoo Krisropas Pat said he understood that the object of the 
Bill was simply to consolidate existing Acts and not to imposo additional taxa- 
tion; and when the discussion on this subject took place at a. previous sittil 
the hon’ble mover pointed out that tolls existed in several municipalities; 
and that it would not be wise to deprive such municipalities of the income they 
derived from that source. The hon’ble member also stated that it was not 
the object of the Government to allow additional taxation to be impo: 

the effect of the amendment now before the Council was to impose 

taxation ; for instead of confining himself to securing the income 

from this source, he proposed to give to municipalities where 





levied a power which they did not now possess, ‘That was 
avowed object of the Bil H aan 
‘He was aware that tolls under th 

without the sanction Licuten 

the provision, 










Beta vi 


He enti agreed with the by ble member on his righ (Sir Stuart Hoge) : 
that tolls belevied on roots which were not metalled. He had heard _ 
stories of the sufferings of the people who had been made to pay tolls on roads - i 
which were unme' , and over which carts could not pass without great difficult 
during the rains. The objection which ho took to the proposal for Jevying tolls 
on roads generally had not been invalidated by any arguments which had been 
prought forward. The only question left open for consideration was whether 
the income now derived by municipalities from this source could be abandoned. 
It appeared from enquiry that the existing revenue could not be surrendered 
without seriously crippling the resources of some municipalities, He was willing 
to accept that position. He therefore proposed that the levy of ,tolls should be 
continued in those municipalities only where it existed, but that no power to levy 
tolls on roads should be conferred on any municipality which did not now 
obtain an income from that source. 

The Hoy’siz Mr. Damper observed that it was altogether straining words 
to say that this section provided means for additional taxation, 

‘After some conversation the Council divided : 

































Ayes 5 Yoo 2, 
The Hon’srx Banoo Ramsnunker Sen. | The Hoy’nie Banoo Krisropas Pan. 
» Mn Ben. 5 » = JUGOADANUND 
i Mr Revnouns Mook nus. 
a Sin Stuart Hose. 
a Mr. Damrisr. 


The motion was then carried, with the addition of the word “ metalled” . 
before the word “roads” wherever it oceurred. 

A similgr amendment was made in section 147; and the following section 
was introduced after section 147 :— 

«‘‘ Whenever a toll-bar shall have been established, and tolls shall be levied as provided in 
section 146, the Commissioners shall at the end of each year publish, by causing it to be 
posted up at their office, an abstract account showing— 

(1) the amount of expenses incurred in the construction of such bridge or part of a \ 
road, and in the maintenance of the same during the five years next after the construction of 

same ; 

12} “the amount of interest which has accrued due thereon, at the annual rate of six per 
centum annually; and 

(3) the amount which has been recovered from the profits of the said toll-bars ; 

and whenever such expenses and interest shall have been recovered as aforesaid, such 
toll-bar shall be removed, and tolls shall no longer be lovied on such bridge or part of a ropd.” 

An amendment rendered necessary by the furegoing amendment was 
made in section 77. 

The How’ste Mr. Dampier said, the hon’ble member opposite (Baboo 
Kristodas Pal) had at a former meeting proposed an amendinent to the effect 
that if the Chairman required any person to do any particular thing, such 
person might, instead of doing such thing, state his objections to the Com- 
missioners at a meeting ; in fact, giving a kind of power of revision to them. To 
give effect to that proposal, it was necessary to make a verbal amendment 
in section 174, and to introduce the following new sections after section 174:— 


174A,“ Any person who is required by a requisition as aforesaid to execute any work orto 
do anythinig may, instead of executing the work or doing the thing required, prefer an 
i Gam} to the Comin snoness. ageinet being required to comply with such 
requisition; provided such objection be preferred within five days of the service of the notice 
or posting up of the notification containing the requisition ; or if the time within which he 
is Spears initia equation te-lom than five days, then provided thet wack 

; NESTS aan See i oi sill Bo 
as provided in the next following section, such objection 6) heard 

Rss Win taketh 20 Ving Uszioan 

If the objector shall allege that the cost of sceonting thie work or of doing the 
exceed three hundred +p, such objection ‘be heard ond determined 
rs at a meeting, 1 or Vice-Chairman shall certify his 
x k ‘hundred rupees, in which case the objection 
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Gi ar 
to pay in tho said Sum of threo htindred rupees to the Commissioners as the cost of ¢ 
Par or the thing required; whereupon such” person shall be relieved of all further 
©, liability and obligation in respeot of executing the work or doing the Shing eps, and in 
respect of paying the expenses thereof; and the Commissioners themselves 
‘work or do such thing, and sirall exercise all powers necessary therefor. 
174D. Tho Chairman or Vico-Chairman, or the Commissioners at a mecting, as thy 


exeente such 


case may be, shall, after hearing the objection and making any inquiry which they may 

Mealy, tiiped haley edthiieringy warditying, G6mek ie abesiie ee pes saree 

which the objection is preferred ; and unless such order withdraw the requisition, it shal 

specify the time within whieh the requisition shall be carried out, which shall not be lew 

than the shortest time whieh might have been mentioned under this Act in the origiual 
uisition. 

174B. Tf the ‘person making such objection be present at the office of the Commis. 
sioners, the said order shall be explained to him ornlly, and such explanation shall be deemed 
to be sufficient notice of the order made; and if such order cannot be so verbally explained, 
notice of such order shall be given to the person making the objection in the manner ied 
by soction 350; and such oxplanation of or service of the notice of the said order shall 
be doomed a requisition duly made under this Act to execute the work or do the thing 
required.” ‘ 

The Hoy’sie Banoo Krrsropas Pat said when he proposed the amend. 
ment to which the hon’ble mover had adverted, he considered that the question 
at issue was not simply one of amount, but of principle. First, it was necessary 
to consider whether a person residing in a municipality should be required to 
execute a certain class of works without being allowed an opportunity of stating 
his objections; and socondly, whether the Chairman or Vice-Ohairman should be 
empowered to compel a person to execute such works irrespectively of the 
value of the work. In the amendment proposed provision was made as to 
amount only, de, if the amount of the work required to be done exceeded 
Rs. 300, then the person required to execute the work might apply ‘to the 
Commissioners at a meeting for the revision of the order of the Chattaa, 
unless the Chairman undertook to carry: out the work for Rs. 300, or unless” he 
modified his own order. If the Chairman had to carry out the work with his 
own funds, Banoo Krisropas Par could understand the principle upon which it 
was based. Lut as the proposed scctions stood, if the Chairman exceeded the 
estimate, the loss would full upon the municipality. 

In the next place he thought that the most important question was about 
the classes of works to be done. The removal of nuisances and rubbish, 
and matters of that kind, did not come within the category of the works 
to which he referred, because those works were ordinary works, and ought 
to be done at once. But there were other works, such as the filling up of 
tanks, with regard to which an appeal should be allowed. He mentioned 
the other*day the case of certain tanks in Caleutta in regard to which the 
Chairman and Health Officer differed in opinion. The Health Officer consi- 
dered it necessary to have them filled up; the Chairman and the Engineer on the 
other hand were of opinion that such tanks were to be found all over the town, 
and if it was necessary to fill up these tanks, it would be equally necessary to 
fill up all the others. “A case of that kind might occur. The Chairman might 
order a particular work to be done, and it might«De open to question wie, 
it was necessary to cxecute the work irrespectively of the cost; and the ead q 
required to.do it should have an opportunity of laying his objections before 
the Commissioners at a meeting. 

With regard to the limit of cost of these works, Banoo Knrrstopas Pat 
would suggest that it should be lowered to Rs. 100, because in the mofussil 
extensive works were rare, and the sum of Rs. 100 was heayy enough for 
people in the circumstances of mofussil residents. +E 

After some further conversation, the motion was agreed to. 

In section 184, line 6, the words “ and rubbish” were, on the 

the Hon’sty Mr. Dampier, omitted, co ee” 

On the motion of the Hon’nuz Mr. Damprer, the 
added to section 188 :— 

se ng Ptovided that if tor tho p 
necessary to acquire u 
drain his tesa or ‘ ony ae 1p 
and pay euch : 




















In section 195 the following proviso was introduced on the motion of the 
Hon’pie Mr. Dawerer :-— Ne 

"4 Provided that if for the purposo of effecting any drainage under this sootion it shall 
be necessary to ic tapee any land not being the property of the person. who is. required to 
drain his land, or to pay compensation to any other person, the Commissioners shall provide 
such land and pay such compensation.” 

Verbal amendments were made in sections 199 and 213. 

Section 213 empowered the Commissioners to enter upon possession of a 
house which they might have repaired. 

The How’ste Banoo Krisropas Pat said the consideration of this section 
had been reserved at the last meeting. He had since considered the point and 
had no objection to the principle as far as the repairs of unoceupied houses was 
concerned, but he objected to the mode of recovery of the cost of such repairs : 
he would affirm the principle of the section, and give power tu reeover the cost 
in the same manner as was provided for the recovery of other expenses 
under the Bill. But he objected to the special procedure provided tor the 

recovery of expenses under this section, and would therefore move its omission. 

The Hon’ste Mr. Damper said there was no express provision in the Bill 
authorizing the Commissioners to repair ruinous houses. But there were two 
sections, one of which provided that if a house was in a dangerous or ruinous 
condition the Commissioners might require the owner either to pull it down or to 
repair it; and there was the general section 174, which declared that if the Com- 
missioners required a person to do anything, and he failed to do it, the Commis- 
sioners might do it and charge the expense tc the owner, Then this section 
provided that when there was a ruinous house, and in consequence of the 
absence or inability of the proprietor the Commissioners repaired it, they might 
retain possession of the house until the expense repairs was recovered, He 
«thought it was better to provide this special procedure for the recovery of such 
expenses than that the Commissioners should be forced to pull the house down. 

After some further conversation, the motion for the ouission of section 213 
was negatived. 

Sections 217 and 218 were agreed to. 

Section 219 authorized the Commissioners to maintain an establishment 
for the removal of offensive matter or rubbish. 

The Hoy’str Mr. Dawrrer said that there was a notice of amendment in 
the name of the hon’ble member opposite (Baboo Kristodas Pal) to insert the 
words ‘(on the application or with the consent of the occupiers” in clause 2, 
line 2, after the word “time,” so that occupiers should not be bound to avail 
themselves of the establishment of the Commissioners to remoye offensive 
matter and rubbish from their premises, but might do it through their own 
servants or anybody else. ‘The hon’ble member did not wish the provision to 
be made compulsory, but optional. It seemed to Mr. Dampier that this might 
be accepted, if after clause 2 were added the words ‘nothing in this section 
shall be deemed to restrict the powers which the Commissioners are authorized 
to exercise under section’ 184.” 

+ The How’sre Basoo Juaaapanunn Mooxensee observed that the word 
“rubbish” included broken bricks and mortar, and he thought this section 
ought not to apply to such things. 

After some conversation the further consideration of the section was 






















































ed. 
pe one 220 required mehters to give one month’s notice before leaving 
a ; 

The How’stx Banoo Kristopas Pat moved the substitution of the words 
ke not exceeding Rs. 20” for the words “rigorous imprisonment for a 
‘not exceeding three months” in paragraph 2, line 4 of section 220. He 
y that there was any law in the country which provided rigorous 

for withdrawal from setvice without giving yotive. Tho clas 
_ the secti pred was a very useful one, and they did a 
b - other people, and he did not think it 
us imprisonment. They ought 
servants were subject to; 
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$ ‘Hoy’srz Mx. Damerer observed that the hon’ble wenber 

irely to miss the point of this provision. He did not seem to consid 
terrible would be the result of a strike amongst these La oe and how much the 
comfort and health of the community would be jeopardized by a’ combina. 
tion among them to strike work; it was therefore absolutely necessary for the 
protection of health and even life to make desertion by these men a criminal — 
offence. Mr. Dampier would, however, be willing to reduce the punishmont 
to one month’s rigorous imprisonment 
sie some conversation the Hon’ble Mr. Dampier’s amendment was 

ed to. 

eee section 221 an amendment moved by the Hon'ble Mr. Dampier on 
behalf of the Hon’ble Nawab Syed Ashgur Ali, with the object of increasing 
the time allowed for the repair of drains, &c., from fifteen days to one month, 
_ was negatived, and so also was an amendment moved in section 222 for the 
"purpose of exempting from punishment a person who “ permits his servants to 
throw or put” rubbish, &e., into sewers. i : 

Section 222 was then passed after a verbal amendment made on the 
motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Dampier. 4 
An amendment in section 223 moved by the Hon’ble Mr. Dampier, on 
behalf of the Hon’ble Nawab Syed Ashgar Ali, for increasing the time allowed 
for enclosing privies from fifteen days to one month, was negatived, 

F Sections 224 and 225 were agreed to. 

In section 226 the penalty for altering or making unauthorized drains 
leading into public sewers was, on the motion of the Hon'ble Baboo Kristodas 
Pal, reduced from Rs. 200 to Rs. 50. i 

Sections 227, 228, and 229 related to the drainage of land or of a group or 
block of houses. 

The Hoy’sie Banoo Krisropas Pat moved the omission of these sections, 
which were taken from the Calcutta Municipal Bill. He observed that there 
. was no underground drainage going on in mofussil municipalities, and he did 
not think that these provisions should apply to such places. The amendment 
to be proposed by the hon’ble mover would to a certain extent meet the 
objects sought to be attained; but he did not understand whether the outlet 
was to be maintained by the Commissioners or by private individuals. 

The Hoy’ste Mr. Damprer moved the substitution, for section 227, of the 
following, which he thought would meet the objections of the hon’ble member :— 

“Tfany land, boing within one hundred feet of u sewer, drain, or other outlet into 
~~ which such Iand may, in the opinion of the Commissioners, be drained, is not drained to the 
satisfaction of the Commissioners, the Commissioners may require the owner within one 
ste drain the sedis aere eoren samy or eae the Soha 
at own @3 se provide an; which ma; r for drainige, 4 
‘pay an; pomp aian Which it phe. ‘be necessary ie poy any eon other than the person 
‘whose land is so drained in consoquence of such drainage.” + Z 

The Hon’str Sir Srvarr Hoce suggested that the section should stop at 
the word “ outlet,” so as to avoid possible complications as to com ion; if 
the Commissioners required a person to drain land, they must indicate the way 
in which it should be done. ~ ronnie ieee a 
After some conversation the Hon’ble Sir Stuart Hogg’s suggestion 
_ adopted, and the section as arhended was agreed to. git were. 

An amendment rendered necessary by the previous amen 
" the motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Dampier, made in section 228. 

Sections 229 to 283 were to. 

Section 234 empowered the Commissioners to prohibit 
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If any such, excavation, cesspool, tank, or pit is made after the issuo and publication 
of such onder without special permission, the Commissioners may require the owners and 
Gocupiers of the land on which such cesspool, tank, or pit is made, within eight days, to All 
up such cesspool, tank, or pit.” 

‘The Hon’ste Banoo Krisropas Pat said he could not accept the amend- 
ment, and was rather surprised that the hon’ble mover, with his knowledge of 
the condition of the country should seriously propose this section. It would 
practically prohibit the erection of any building with carth or bricks. He did not 
vee why such a provision should find’a place in the Bill; for if any person com- 
mitted a nuisance by filling up a hole wih refuse, he would be punishable under 
the general provisions of the law. To make the declaration under comment 
was simply to interfere with the commonest rights of the people: it was miscros- 
copie legislation, and would interfere with the daily wants of the people. The 
sanitary objects contemplated would be sufficiently met by the sanitary regula- 
tions of the law, and when such was the case, he would eutreat his hon'ble 
friend to omit this and the following sections. 

The Hon’sty Str Sruarr Hoca hardly thought this scetion should be 
They were not, proposing to deal with a town like Calcutta, but with 
municipalities and municipal unions in which several places ut considerable 
distances would be grouped together, and therefore the whole inte ing 
space between such places would be included ; eonsequently the villagers would 
not be able to dig a tank or even a hole without permission, 

The Hor’pte Mr. Dampmer observed that it should be remembered that 
this was one of the provisions which eould only be introduced into a munici- 
pality by the Government on the recommendation of the Commissioners at 
a meeting: he would, however, haye no objection to modify the provision by 
empowering the Commissioners to restrict the opcration of the section to parti- 
ealar portions of the municipality. 


The Hon’biy Mr. Bett said he thought it was absolutely necessary that 
some provision of this sort should exist in the law. Every one who 
had had experience of mofussil municipalities must know that these tanks 
and holes in towns were the greatest source of disease: they were recep- 
tacles of the most filthy water and decayed vegetation, and any one who 
had experience of these municipalities would agree that these tanks’ and holes 
were a constant sourec of sickness. Fe thought that the sections as proposed 
were necessary, and that with tho alteration suggested they were absolutely 
harmless. 

After some further conversation, the Council divided :— 






































Ayes 5, Nove 3. 
The Hoy’nie Banoo Kristopas Pa. The Hoy’sie Baxoo Krisropas Pat, 
¥y Mr. Bev. » Banoo Juccapaxunn 
Fy Mr. Reynowns. Mooxersen. 
Mx. Danprer. ” Sir Srvarr Hosa, 


A Tue Prestpent. 

The motion was therefore carried, and the section as amended was agreed 
to, A 
* Amendments to correspond with those in section 234 were, on the motion 
of the Hon'ble Mr. Dampier, made in section 235, 

Section 236 related to the removal of existing projections from houses. 

On the motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Dampier amendments were carried to 
make it necessury thata hearing should be given before an order was carried 
out for the removal of an existing projection. 

Sections 237 to 241 were agreed to, 

Sections 242 to 245 provided regulations similar to those in the Calcutta 
Municipal Bill to be observed in the building of new houses in municipalities. 

The How’sin Banoo Kaisropas Pat moved the omission of these 
sections. He thought the time had not arrived to insist upon the 
observance of these building regulations in the mofussil : in Calcutta they werey 
necessary because there was a system of underground drainage, and 
proper levels must be observed. In mofussil municipalities there was no pros- 
pectof an underground drainage; and even in the Suburbs of Caleutta that 
system was not contemplated, as fur as he was aware. ‘To require the inhabi- 
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tants of mofussil municipalities to furnish plans and the like, would necessitate 
a. large umount of expenditure which would be hard upon the poorer cl 
Many of the consorvancy and sanitary regulations of this Bill had been 
introduced chiefly with the view, as far as he understood it, of meeting the 
wants of two first ¢lass municipalities, Howrah and the Suburbs of Caleutta, 
He was of opinion that it would have been better had these two municipalities 
been separately dealt with. These sections, even if introduced into first class 
municipalities, would subject the inhabitants to great harassment, irritation, and 
annoyance; and even in the Suburbs of Calcutta and Howrah they ought to be 
very sparingly used, if at all. The object of the Bill was not to cause irritation 
and annoyunce; and as in the absence of underground drainage there was no 
necessity to have such regulations, he thought it would not be detrimental to 
the interests of any municipality to omit these sections; in fact, to attempt to 
foist all the provisions of the Calcutta Mariisipal Bill on mofussil municipalities 
would be to put on very high pressure indeed. 


The Hoy’ste Sir Sruarr Hoce said the object of these sections was to 
take time by the forelock, so as to render conservancy urrangements possible. 
In Calcutta time was not taken by the forelock, and now the difficuity was 
how to make adequate provision for conservancy, It was for that reason that 
these sections were introduced. 

After some further conversation the motion was negatived, and the sections 
were agroed to. : 


The Hon’nre Banoo Kuisropas Pau moyed the omission of the words 
“and at such a level as will admit of such drainage, and witha plinth of at least 
two fect above the level of the nearest street’ at the end of section 246. 

The motion was negatived, and the section was agreed to. 

Section 247 was agreed to. 7 

In section 248, the penalty for erecting a hut contrary to the provisions 
of section 246 was, on the motion of the Hon’ble Baboo Kristodas Pal, reduced 
from Rs. 100 to Rs. 20. 

The further consideration of the Bill was postponed. 

The Council was adjourned to Thursday, the 2rd instant. 





Thursday, the 23rd March 1876. 





Present: 


Tis Honor tae Lreutexant-Governor or Buncan, Presiding, 
The Hon'ble H. L. Damper, 
The Hon'ble Sm Sruarr Hoaa, Kr, 
The Hon’ble H. J. Reynorps, 
Tho Hon'ble H. Bett, : 
The Hon'ble Banoo Juccapanunp Mooxerser, Rat Banapoor, 
The Hon’ble Banoo Krisropas Pau. 
and 
The Hon'ble Nawaz Syup Asnenar Aut Diter June, ¢.s.1. 


MOFUSSIL MUNICIPALITIES. 


Tue How’siz Mr. Dawrrer moved that the Bill to amend aid sonsoli- 
date the law relating to municipalities be further considered in order to the 
settlement of its clauses. . 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

On the motion of the Hon’sre Mr. Damrrer the following section was 
introduced after section 158 :— 

“158A. The Lieutenant-Governor may at any time order that the (Commissioners, oT 
any person authorized by them, shall cease to levy any tolls under the last preceding section, 
and may at any timo withdraw such order; provided that reasonable ion shall be 
paid by the Commissioners to any farmer or other person who has entered into a legal 
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contract with the said Commissioners for the collection of such tolls, and whose profits under 
such contract are diminished by an order of the Lieutenant-Governor pi under this 
section.” 

The Hoy’str Mr. Damerer said that section 184 now related to the 
removal of offensive matter only and was applicable to all municipalities 
on the passing of the Bill. He suggested that “rubbish” should be dealt with 
in two separate sections as follows :— 

“184A. The Commissioners at a meeting may from time to time, by an order published 
ag prescribed in section 348, appoint the hours within which only evory occupier of any 
house or land may place rubbish on the public road adjacent to his house or land in order 
that such rubbish may be removed by the establishment of the Commissioners, and the 
Commissioners may ‘charge such fecs as they may think fit in respect of the removal of 
such rubbish from such public road, or, with the consont of the occupier of any house or 
land, from such house or land, 

1842. Whenever any order as provided in the last precoding section shall have been 
published in a municipality, every occupior of any house or land who shall place, or who 
shall allow his servants to place, rubbish on a publie road at other than the appointed times, 
shall be liable to a fine of twenty rupees ” 


The Hon’stx Banoo Kristopas Pat objected to that portion of the see- 
tion which authorized the Commissioners to charge fees for the removal of. 
rubbish. Hon'ble members were aware that one of the primary duties of a 
municipal body was to attend to the conservancy of the town; in othor words, 
to remove the sweepings and rubbish, and clean the roads and drains This 
duty was now performed without any additional charge. The amendment 
did not confine the charging of fees for the removal of professional or business 
rubbish, The term “rubbish” had been used in such a comprehensive sense that 
it would include rubbish ordinarily thrown out from houses as well as rubbish 
thrown out by reason of any trade or business. He would therefore move the 
otnission from section 184A of the words “ from such public road or” so as to 
confine the operation of the section to rubbish removed from within private 
houses. 


The How’ste Six Srvuarr Hose said, in his view of the case it was no part 
of the business of a municipality to remove rubbish collected in private houses. 
Undoubtedly. it was their business to remove the sweepings of the roads and the 
dust accumulated on them, but not to remove the filth collected in the houses 
of private individuals. It was true thut it was so done in Calcutta, but it was 
certainly not so done in London or elsewhere ; in those places the work was done 
by private contract. In Calcutta the Municipality raised high rates, and did 
the work, but the same observations did not apply to outlying towns in the 
mnofussil. He thought the section as drafted should stand : it was left optional 
to municipalities in the mofussil to charge or not, as they thought fit. 











The Hoy’ste Mr. Beit said his experience was contrary to that of the 
hon’ble member who had just spoken. The rubbish and sweepings from houses 
must be put upon the roads. In all mofussil municipalities with which 
he had been connected, . conservancy carts went round and removed the 
the rubbish deposited on the roads, without any charge. It seemed to him 
that these were charges which the municipality ought to bear. He would 
retain the section, omitting from section 184A all the words from the words 
“and the Commissioners may charge” to the end of the section. 


The Hon’ste Banoo Krrstopas Pat withdrew his amendment in favor of 
that proposed by the Hor’siz Mr. BrLu. 


The Hoy’sie Mr. Bex1’s amendment was then put and negatived. 


The How’nir Mr. Daurre moved by way of amendment the omission 

fom section 184A of the words ‘from such public road or” and the addition of 
ie words “ or in respect of the removal from such public road of any rubbish 

which has accumulated in the course of a trade or business.” 

‘The motion was carried and section 184A as amended was agreed to. 

Section 1848 was agreed to. é ; 

Section 219, empowering the Commissioners to maintain an establishment 
for the se of removing offensive matter, the further consideration of which 
Wag |, was on the motion of the Hoy’ste Mr. Damrizr, omitted. 
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The Hon’ste Banoo Krrsropas Pat moved the omission ef sections 249 
to 255 (the dustee sections’ on the same grounds that he had urged at the last 
meeting for the omission of some of the sections which were called building 
regulations, ‘I'hese sections were mostly taken from the Calcutta Municipal Bill, 
and the reasons which applied to Calcutta did not, in his humble opinion, apply 
with equal force to mofussil municipalities. He thought that if there was a 
separate chapter in the Bill dealing with the Suburbs and Howrah, these 
provisions might apply. But as these sections might be enforced with the 
sanction of the Lieutenant-Governor in any mofussil municipality, he thought it 
was placing too much power in the hands of th: Commissioners. The necessity 
for busize reform did not exist in the municipalities in the interior, where the 
population was not so dense, and the habitations of the people were not so 
unhealthy, as were to be found in some of the dustees in Calcutta. Tn the mofussil 
the habitations of the poor were genorally in open places, and unhealthiness 
proceeding from overcrowdedness could not be said to exist. Besides, the means 
of drainage in mofussil towns was not such as to admit of the efficient draining of 
bustees: the water-supyly there was very deficient and defective ; and he thought 
that before the inhabitants of such places were called upon to improve their 
dusters, the municipalities should be required to provide the necessary means of 
improvement. In many of these towns good drinking water could not be had, 
and until the municipalities supplied the means for preserving health, it was 
to much to require the poor inhabitants to conform to those rigid sanitary 
rules which were applicable to the metropolis of the oruntty 

On these grounds he objected to these sections. He believed that they 
might be applicable to some particular municipalities ; but the Bill made no 
exception whatever. The provisions of these sectious were very comprehensive, 
and he thought they ought not to find a place in this Bill. 

The How’ste Mr. Dampier said, the hon’ble member had observed that 
this Bill made no distinction as to places. ‘Ihe Bill enacted provisions to be 
used where they were required tobe used. And it seemed impossible in matters 
of this sort to avoid leaving a discretion in the hands of the executive Govern- 
ment. He did not see why these provisions should not be required at Dacca 
and Moorshedabad, as wellas Howrah and the Suburbs. He should be 
the last to expect that the Government would introduce these provisions into 
distant municipalities, rural municipalities so to say, in which the population 
was sparse and not crowded: he thought that the reason which made them good 
for Calcutta made them good for some of the mofussil municipalities, and he 
thought power should be given to the Government to extend them to such 















places. 
The Council divided :— 
Ayes 2. Noes 6. 
Tue Hon’ Banoo Katstopas Pat. Tur Hon’sx Nawan Syep Asuour Alt. 
» BavooJvuccavanunn Moorer-) a Bavoo RamsnwnKer SBN- 
ILE. | - Mr. Beuw. 
sf Ma. Reynowps. 
» ©) Smt Stuart Hoes. 
i Mr. Dampier. 


So the motion was negatived. 

On the motion of the Hoy’sz Mr. Dampier a verbal amendment was 
made in section 255. 

Section 256 required markets, slaughter-houses, &c., to be properly drained. 

The How’ste Banoo Kristopas Pat moved the omission of this section and 
of section 257 on the same grounds which he had urged for the omission of the 
bustee sections. Hethought the general provisions of the law relating to nuisances 
would be sufficient to make people keep these places in good condition, but to 
require them to cause the floors and drains to be paved with stone or burnt 
brick, and to provide a sufficient water-supply where there was no supply. of 
ewater, would be very expensive, and in many cases would lead to the closing of 
markets and slaughter-houses: , 

After some conversation the motion was put and negatived, and the seo 
tions were agreed to. . 

Sections 258 and 259 were agreed to, 


















‘Commissioners at a meeting may. from timo to time out of the u fund 
provide the burial and "ieee ass sas froe of charge, within the of 
In section 269 the following were omitted from the list of offensive or 

dai trades— 
-Yord for trade in “ coal, charcoal, bamboos ;” 
hop for tho ule of ah” Spey tenet Gabel 
And the provision for charging ‘‘an annual fee, not exceeding, two rupees _ 
Sree Beas pas alto omitiod , oe ey 
Section 270 was agreed to. 
A verbal amendment was made in section 271. 
Section 272 was agreed to. * 
-In section 273 verbal amendments were made so as to exclude sheptneh 
and persons keeping less than ten head of horned cattle, from the necessity of — 
taking out a license, 
In section 274 the word “shepherd” was omitted, and the penalty for 
omitting to take out a license was reduced from Rs. 100 to Rs. 50. 4 
Sections 275 to 280 were agreed to. 
‘The How’ste Banoo Kristopas Pat said, he thought it was wrong on 
Tinciple to allow the Municipal Commissioners to devote their funds to specu- 
Tone this kind. In most municipalities private markets were in existence 
in sufficient numbers, and it would necessarily cause conflict betweon private 
indi and the Commissioners if these were permitted to establish markets _ 
aid of the municipal fund He was not aware if any complaint existed 
towns in consequence of the want of a sufficient numberof markets. 
was certainly desirable to keep markets in proper condition, and sgnitary 
pro ‘ought to be enacted for that purpose. But to enable the Commis.” 
sioners to-establish markets out of the municipal fund would be to arm them 
with Bea fritter away their resources without adequate advantages to the 
people.) 
and 283. 



























these grounds he moved the omission of sections 281, 282, 


The Hoy’pte Mr, Damrrmr said, the subject of these sections had been _ 
soroughly di outside this Bill that he need hardly say anything by 
of to the hon’ble member’s motion. The whole question atissue was 
whether the establishment of good markets under the circumstances was a 
‘bad thi ‘The Council had already affirmed the principle of these 
i } Act. But in deference to the British Indian Associ- 
Committee had introduced a provision which required the 
kept entirely distinct from the municipal fund; so that any ~ 
noment how a market was getting on, and whether it was 
nicipal fund or not. He might also point out that by — 
zt < bound to license a private market unless 
aeereees ; 








Section 299 was as follows :— 
© 999, If the Commissioners of any municipality fail to maintain, 
oe any road which without such limits is maintained by a Di 
ae 








Road Act, 1871, or to for the munieij lice, or if. the Commission 
sion wall uses reaabn to baller Sat the rei Ban failing to fulfil pee do 

imposed upon them by this Ohapter, : : i 

the Commissioner of the division in which such municipality is situated may, with the 
sanction of the Licutonant-Governor, convene » Committee consisting of— 

(a) the Magistrate of the district, or the Magistrate of tho division of the district, 

(d) tho Executive Engineer of the division, 

(c) the Civil Surgeon of the district, ry 

(@) and two members, one of whom shall be nominated by the Commissioner of the 
division, and the other by the Commissioners at a meeting ; » F 

and such Committee shall inquire into and report on the state of the Municipality. 

The Licutenant-Governor may, on tho report of such Committee, call! upon the Com. 
missioners by@ requisition in writing forwarded to the Chairman, and published in the 
Calcutta Gazette, to raise the necessary funds and carry out the purposes of this Chi 

» And if the Commissioners neglect, for the period of three months from the date of such 
publication, to comply with such requisition, the Lioutenant-Governor may tho Magis. 
trate of the district to raise the necessary funds under the proyisions of this Chapter, and 
earry out the purposes thereof in respect of roads, police, and the cleansing of the municipa- 
lity; and for such purposes the Magistrate of the district shall have all the powers and 
Agus oonterred on tle Commimichers and the Commisioners at a mesthig "ts 
and shall exercise such powers and rights until the said Lieutenant-Goyernor sl 
direct.” 




















The How’ntr Mr. Dampier moved the omission of the words from the 
beginning of the section to the words “ the Commissioner of the division in 
which such municipality is situated” in the beginning of the second paragraph, 
and the substitution of the following: — ' 4 

“Tf the Commissioner of the division shall have reason to believe that the Commissioners 
have failed to pay for the municipal policd as required by this Act, or have failed fo main- 
tain within the limits of the municipality any road which without such limits is maintained 
by a District Committee under the Road (oss Act, 1871, be : 

or have failed to maintain in proper order the roads within the municipality; 

or havo failed to make adoquato and suitable provision for tho cleansing and conser- 
vancy of the municipality to au extent likely to be prejudicial to the health of Che dahabitants 
‘of any part thereof, the said Commissioners” 

Also the insertion of the words “in respect of the objects mentioned in this 

- ‘seetion” after the word “chapter” at the end of paragraph 3; and the substitu- 
tion of the words “the said objects” for the words “roads, police, and the 
cleansing of the municipality” in paragraph 4. : 

The How’six Banoo Krisropas Pat. said he was sorry he could not tay 
to the amendment proposed. This section very much rgsembled the control- 
ling sections of the Calcutta Bill, and it gave much more power to the Commis- 
sioner of the Division than the Government itself took in the Caleutta Bill. 
‘The tendency of the section was to keep the Municipal Commissioners 

‘nnally and perpetually in the leading strings ‘of the Commissi 
_ division. If the Commissioner thought not only that the C 
did not pay for the police, but that the roads in the oe i 
in proper order, or that the Commissioners did not make ad 
sion for the cleansing and conservancy of the municipali 
might convene a Committee and carry out the provisions 
_ Banoo Kristopas Pat need not repeat that the funds of 1 
_ were so very limited, that they were not in a position 
the pace aupeeyem ens Ege were enjoined by this 1 
therefore be most unjust to yest the Commissioner ‘of the 
to in whenever he might think that the Co 
done their duty: where the police were not p 
failed to maintain, within price! Timits 
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on. 

in the internal wo “the municipality, 

1 ily acquainted with its affairs. + could not be 

+ the sanction of the Commissioner of the division ; no new 

work aboye a certain amount could be carried out without his approval ; and 

he did not think it was necessary or desirable to vest him with further powers. 

He therefore suggested that the provisions of this section should be limited to 

those two items, namely, the maintenance of the police, and the maintenance of 

such roads as were under the Road Cess Committee. He would therefore 
move the following amendments :— * 

Tho omission of the words “or if the Commissioner of the.division shall haye reason 
to believe that tho Commissionors aro failing to fulfil any obligation imposod upon them by 
this chapter” in the first paragraph. 

Tho substitution of the words “provide for the roads and the polioe,in the manner 
provided, by this Ant” for tho words “carry out tho purposes of this haptor” in 
s) ai the omission of the words “and the cleansing of the municipality” in paragraph 4. 

After some conversation, the Hoy’se Banoo Krisropas Pat’s amendments 
were negatived, and the Hoy’nie Mr. Dampier’s amendments were agreed to, 

Sections 300 to 802 were agreed to. 

Section 303 provided for the formation of Unions under Chapter III, © 

The Hoy’siz Basoo Krisropas Pat moved the addition to the section of - 
the following words :— 


‘But no agrioultural villago intorvoning shall be included in such Union.” 


It had been affirmed at an early stage of the Bill that it was not the object 
to extend municipal taxation to agricultural villages ; he therefore proposed the 
insertion of these words. It was true that these towns were not, properly speak- 
ing, municipal towns; they were in fact towns under the Chowkidaree Act XX 
of 1856; but agricultural villages were also not included in that Act. He found 
from a despatch of the Court of Directors on the passing of that Act that the 
object was to exclude agricultural villages. 

The Hon’nue Mr. Damrrer said he must again explain that this Chapter of 
the Bill was really a consolidation and nothing else of Act XX of 1856 and the 
many existing laws which have been grafted on it ; and this section 303 would 
be found to be an exact reproduction of Act XX of 1856. There was no such 
exception of agricultural villages in the Act, and it might be that there had been 
abuses; but it was out, of place to bring in such an amendment as this when 
the provisions of this Chapter were only a re-enactment of the existing law. 

After some conversation the motion was carried, and the section as — 

_ amended was agreed to. 
A similar amendment was made in seetion 304. 
Section 305 vided that the Magistrate should raise in every town the 
nse of the Boles, and such sum in addition as he might think fit for” 
ning tho town or in lighting or otherwisc improving it.” Mahe ; 
Hos'pie Banoo Kristopas Pat thought that good drinking water was 
jore practical importance than lighting, and he would therefore move 
io words ‘ Ba Lpgyting drinking water” be substituted for the words 


a 


Damrter explained that “lighting” had all along beon 
which the funds might be applied under Act XX of 


have no objection to include “ drinking water” as 
lition to lighting, H Reis 

aggestion of Mr. Dampier was carried, 

oy S 





There might be 


unchaits. - ‘ 
After some conversution, the motion was agreed to. 
+ Sections 822 to 338 were agreed to. « 
A verbal Ae made in soot 28 aa eae ¥ 
Section 340 speci the s for whic les might framed 
- under the Chnptiny and deactens er things authorized the levy’ of “town 
duties.” Neo sit 
‘The Hon’put Banoo Kristopas Pau moved the omission of the word “or 
town-duties” in clause 2 of the section; he believed “ town-duties” were not 
now levied anywhere. bi ad 
- The How’pix Mz. Damrter observed that this Chapter IV a mere 
reproduction of the existing Act XXVI of 1450. That Act could woe be intro- 
lueed otherwise than at the wish of the inhabitants. He believed it was in 
in two places only, Jamalpore and another, and there, under the existing 
Act, the mode of taxation by town duties might be adopted if it was desired. 
The law was considered well pdapted to young towns which | sprung up 
about railway stations, and it had been determined to reproduce its provi- 
sions in this Bill. Places under that Act had the right to make rr 
defining ‘the persons or property within the town or suburbs to be taxed for 
raising the moneys necessary for the purposes of this Act, whether by house 
assessment or town-duties'or otherwise.” ee a kis 
cae some conversation, the further consideration of the section was post- 
me Nes 
Pe Sections 341 to 854 were agreed to. 
Section 355 authorized the sale of unclaimed holdings for money due. 
‘The Hon’ste Banoo Kristopas Pat, moved the omission of the sec 
He thought that if anybody had a right to unclaimed holdings it was t 
Government. If there were any holdings which were unoccupied, the conclusi 
‘was that any due which the Commissioners had in respect of such holdings 
ought to be written off as bad debts. But surely the Municipal Commissioners 
ought not to have the power of selling them off; for if nobody claimed the 
perty within a year, the Commissioners under this section would carry the 
) to the credit of the municipal fund. Such a power did not exist in the 
Act. He thought the Government, and not the Municipality, 
in such cases, and that the ordinary law of limitation ought to 
Hon’stx Mr. Damprer said the section was introduced to 
this sort. An epidemic came in and persons began to leave the 
and fell to pieces. ‘The Comnissioners Kept down the 
r the premises which had been deserted, as nobody else — 
in the matter. Surely the Commissioners ought to be allowed to 
ae they could in such cases. With regard to the limitation of 
jimply:provided that the proceeds were to be transferred to 
after the expiration of one year: there was nothing to pre\ 
¢ in his claim within the usual limitation of three years. 
agreed to, 








which the panchait of -a village or any member thereof is authorized to exercise under the 
said Part, shall be exercised in respect of any municipality by the Commissioners thereof.” 

He said hoh’ble members were aware that Bengal Act VI of 1870 provided 
a system for securing the payment and the control of chowkidars in mofussil, 
a s. And one of the Chapters of that Act was to the effect that chakran 
lands, which had been assigned to provide for the performance of police duties, 
might be assessed at half rates and given uP to the zemindar entirely, the 
zemindar paying revenue on such lands at half the usual rates only, instead of 
their being held as before by a chowkidar who, as a condition of his tenure, 
was bound to give a certain amount of police service and a certain amount of 
service to the zemindar. It was assumed that the interest of the zemindar and 
the public in the chowkidar’s services was half and half. ‘There was a provision 
in the Act that Commissioners might be appointed to identify these chakran 
lands, and it enacted that the rent.payable by the zemindar should be paid 
over to the panchait, who should devote it to the purp of paying chowkidars, 
In the Burdwan district there had been a good deal of stir about this matter, 
and it had been found that there was a great amount of chakran lands within 
the limits of chowkidaree unions, and it was proposed that ihere the land should 
be assessed under the Act. But on looking at the law, Act VI of 1870, it was 
found that in section 8 there was a provision of which the effect was to prevent 
that being done within the limits of municipalities. The reason of the exelu- 
sion appeared to be this, that in framing Act VI of 1870 they wore dealing with 
villages and not municipalities, and were providing that the rental of land 
should be dealt with by the panchaits who were called into existence as a part 
of the scheme of that Act. In municipalities and chowkidaree unions there 
were no such panchaits. In fact the Act was not dealing with towns at all 
but with rural villages; and therefore it expressly excluded from its own oper- 
ation chakran lands which lay within the limits of municipalities, Section 
8 of Act VI of 1870 ran as follows :— 

* «Tt shall be lawful for the Magistrate of the district by a sunnud under his hand and 
seal to appoint not less than three nor more than five persons to be a panchait in any village 
containing more than sixty houses, within the district of which he is in charge, Provided that 
no such panchait shall be appointed in any village to which the provisions of Act XXVI of 
1850, or of Act XX of 1856, passed by the Legislative Council of India, or the provisions 
of Act III of 1864, or of Act VI of 1868, passed by the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
in Council, shall have been extended.” 

Then the subsequent sections of the law said that the sections which dealt 
with chakran lands should not be applied in any place where there was not a 
panchait. But under section 8 youmight not appoint a panchait in  munici- 
palities, and therefore you could not apply the chakran provisions to such places. 
He thought it was obvious that it would be very desirable to deal with 
chakran lands within the limits of municipalities in the same manner as they 
were dealt with in villages under Act VI of 1870 ; and as on the present occa- 
sion the Council were dealing with towns, he had at the instance of the 
Government drafted the section which he now moved should be introduced in 

e Bill, 

‘The Hoy’pie Banoo Knistopas Pat said he was sorry that this impor- 
tant question was raised at the fag end of the discussion. ‘The hon’ble membor 
had given the Council his theory of the cause of the omission of the assessment 
of chakran Jands within the limits of municipalities by referring to the fact that 
Act VI of 1870 provided a machinery for panchaits and for assessments, and 
as the Municipal Acts did not provide that machinery, therefore the chakran 
provisions of Act VI of 1870 did not apply to municipalities. Banoo Krrsro- 
DAs Pax appealed to his hon’ble friend to refer to the section which he had 
read, and let him say whether under Act XX of 1856 there was not a panchait 
in existence, Still’ it was enacted there that no such panchait should be 
appointed in villages which were under the provisions of Act XX of 1856. 

In other words, the chakran clauses of Act VI of 1870 were not extended 
wherever Act XX of 1856 was in force, although a panchait was then in 
existence. "Therefore the theory of his hon’ble friend did not hold good. 

So there must’ be some otier cause and some very weighty reason why the* 
chakran clauses were not extended to such places as were under the operation 
of Act XX of 1856, or Bengal Acts II of 1864 and VI of'1868. Now, the 
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controversy about chakran lands had a long history, Hon'ble members werg 
aware that since the year 1831 the question of bringing chakran lands under 
assessment had been more or less under consideration, and Committee after 
.Committee had been appointed and officer after officer had been called upon to 
report upon the subject. The last of these reports was that made by 
Mr. MacNeille. Upon the submission of that opary a Committee consisting of 
official and non-official gentlemen was appointed to go into the whole question, 
and the result of its labors was the chakran clauses of Act VI of 1870, §o 
that after many years of enquiry and deliberations the Government decided 
that chakran lands should be dealt with in rural villages in the manner 
provided by that Act. It was now proposed to extend the same provisions 
to municipalities, 

Baxoo Krisropas Pat asked whether his hon’ble friend was aware that these 
lands, like others, were liable to assessment: if they were, should they be 
subject to double assessment ? The question ought to have been considered in 
Select Committee first, At the first blush of the subject he was inclined to 
think that they ought not to be brought under municipal assessment. He did 
not say that if they were brought under Act VI of 1870 they should be 
exempt from municipal assessment; but the subject was a very important one, 
and should be carefully considered before the Council was asked to introduce 
into this Bill an innovation of this nature. 

The How’ste Mr. Bex said he happened to be one of the Committee on 
whose report Act VI of 1870 was passed; and he thought the hon’ble member 
labored under some slight misapprehension as to what was tecommended by 
the Committee and embodied in the Act. The Village Chowkidars’ Act merely 
referred to villages in which that Act was in force; and the provisions 
regarding chakran land were necessarily limited to those particular villages. 
One reason why the provisions of the Chowkidars’ Act in regard to chakran 
Jand were not extended to municipalities was this, that the question of 
municipalities was not before the Council when that Act was discussed. 
Section 48 of the Act provided that :— 

“All chowkidari chakran lands before the passing of this Act assigned for the 
benefit of any village in which a panchait shall be appointed, shall be transferred in 
mauner and subject as hereinafter mentioned to the zemigdar of the estate or tenure within 
which may be situate such lands.” 

‘The object of the Act was to utilize chakran lands by assessing them with 
rent and devoting the rent to the payment of the chowkidars. It seemed 
to him thet the amendment was one of exclusive gain to municipalities. At 

resent, if there was chakran land in a village the chowkidar who lived on that 
land was absolutely useless to the municipality. The object of the amend- 
ment was to allow the municipulity to make over the land to the zemindar 
and receive rent for the land. ‘lherefore, as far as the amendment went, it 
would be a great relief to the burden of the tax-payers, 

The hon’ble member opposite (Baboo Kristodas Pal) objected that 
this land would be subject, first, to municipal assessment, and secondly, to 
chowkidaree assessment. But the service rendered by the chowkidar 
was paid in lieu of rent; and therefore there would be no double assess 
ment. If we lett the land as it stood, chakran lands in municipalities would 
be liable to no assessment at all. THe quite agreed that the gencral question of 
dealing with chakran lands was a very difficult one, and if any new principle 
had been involved in the present proposition, he should have advised that the 
subject be postponed for further consideration. But as he understood it, the 
hon’ble member merely wished to introduce into municipalities an axrange- 
ment which had already been carried out in chowkidaree unions. 

After some further conversation the Council divided :— 


Ayes 5. Noes 8. 
Tuer Hon’srx Bavoo Ransnonker Sex. | Tux How’srx Nawan Syvep Asmoan Aut. 
” Mx. Bert. Pt Banoo Knistonas Pat. 
‘is Mr. Ruxworps. » Banoo Juacapanuxp Mooxenses. 
» Sm Srvanr Hoas, . 


eg Mn. Damrirr, 
The motion was therefore carried, 
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— 
On the motion of the Hon’srx Mr. Dampier the following section was‘ 
added to the Bill :— 
Section 360.2“ If any porson employed under this Act (not being a public servant within 
ty Manse ak tS a: the meaning of section 24 of the Indian Penal Code) shall 
_Reralty ex ofcer fey HEME U- ooopt or obtain, oF agree to aooopt or attempt to obtain, from 
any pereon for himself or for any other person, any grati- 
fication whatever, other than legal remuneration as a reward for doing, or forbearing to do, 
any official aot, 
or for showing or forbearing to show, in the exercise of his official functions, favor or 
disfavor to any person, or for rendering or attempting to render any service or disservice to 
any person with the Uommissioners or with any public servant or with the Government as 
mh, he shall be punished with imprisonment, either simple or rigorous, as provided in 
section 63 of the Indian Penal Code, for a term which may oxtond to three years, or with 
fine not exceeding five thousand rupees, or with both.” 
The first and second schedules were agreed to, 
The third schedule prescribed the maximum rates of tax for houses and 
- carriages. 
The Hon'pie Banoo Kristopas Par. moved that the schedule annexed to 
Act III of 1864 be substituted for this schedule. He found on comparing the 
two schedules that material alterations had been made in this schedule from 
the existing law. For instance in Act IL of 1864 the charge for every four- 
wheeled carriage on springs drawn by one horse or a pair of ponies was Its. 1- 
in the schedule of the Bill the tax was raised to Rs. 3. Then for every four- 
wheeled carriage without springs the tax in the existing law was Rs, 1-8. These 
two classes had been amalgamated together in the new schedule, and the tax had 
been raised to Rs. 3. ‘The present rate for a two-wheeled carriage on springs 
was Rs. 2-4; in the Bill it was Rs. 2-8. And the tax for a two-wheeled carriage 
without springs was at present 12 annas, whereas in this schedule it was 
raised to Rs. 2-8. The Bill appeared to make no distinction betweon carriages 
on springs and without springs. And as the principle of the Bill was to 
impose no additional taxation, he thought the schedule of the existing law 
should be substituted for the schedule in the Bill. 
After some conversation, the Council divided :— 




















Ayes 3. | Noes 5. 

The Hon’pie Nawan Syep Asnovr Aut, The Hon'sie Banoo Ramsnunxer Sen. 
» Banoo Krisropas Pan. ” Mr. Bru. 
* Banoo Juacapanunp Moo- 7 Mn. Reysoups. 


KERJEE. i Sm Srvart Hugo. 
i Mr. Dampier, 
The motion was therefore negatived, and the schedule as it stood was 
agreed to. 
The fourth and fifth schedules were agreed to. 
The Council was adjourned to Saturday, the 25th instant. 


Saturday, the 25th March 1876. 


: Presenter 
His Honor tae Lrevtesant-Governon or Benoa, Presiding, 
The Howble V. H. Scratcn, c.8.1., 
The Hon’ble G. C. Pavi, Acting Advocate- General, 
The Hon’ble EH. L, Damprmr, 
The Hon’ble Sm Sruarr Hose, Kr., 
The Hon’ble H. J. Reynoxups, 
The Hon’ble H. Bet. 
The Hon’ble Banoo: Jugcapanunp Mooxerser, Rat Banapoor, 
The Hon'ble Banoo: Ramsuunker Sex, Rai Banavoor, 
The Hon’ble T. W. Brooxes, 
The Hon’ble aad Karsropas Pat, 

an 

"The Hon’ble NawamSvep Asnoar Aut Dicer Jone, c.8.1. . 


CALCUTTA MUNICIPALITY. 
Tar How’sre Sin Srvazn Hose-said before proceeding to make the motion 
which stood in his name, he would ask leave to propose a. yerbal alteration 
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in the 9th schedule, which referred to the registration of deaths in the town, 
After the 8th column of the form prescribed in that schedule, he pro, to 
add the following heads of information, ‘“ residence at the time df death,” and 
“residence previous to last illness.” ‘The object of these two additions to the 
form was to enable the municipality to distinguish between persons who died 
in the town and were actual residents of Calcutta, and those who, although 
they died in Calcutta, were previous to their last illness residents beyond 
municipal limits. The alteration had been suggested by the Health Officer, - 
Dr. Payne, who found it difficult to distinguish between those two classes of 
deaths. 
‘The motion was agreed to. 


The Hoy’ste Sir Stuart Hoce moved that the Bill to consolidate and 
amend the law relating to the municipal affairs of Calcutta be passed. In doing 
30, he said that since the last publication of the Bill in the Caleutta Gazette, 
and indeed since it had been considered by the Select Committee, to whom it. 
was referred with the view of considering how far it was possible to alter the 
control sections so as to meet the wishes of certain memorialists, the Council 
had only received one memorial in a general form from the Special Committee 
appointed by the Justices of the Peace. Previously to that the ‘Council had 
received a memorial from the Justices, in which they at a very large meeting 
generally approved of the Bill. That was previous to the introduction of the 
sections which gave to Calcutta the elective system now contained in the Bill, 
Since then the Justices had appointed another Committee, who had not onl: 
remonstrated against the elective system, but had made suggestions as sigands 
particular clauses of the Bill to which they had previously given their assent; 
as all that the Justices had said had been fully considered by the Select Com- 
mittee of this Council before whom the Justices had been represented by 
Counsel, he ueed not take up the time of the Council by referring to those 
matters again, . 

Another memorial which had also been received was from Baboo Prannath 
Pundit, who prayed the Council to reconsider section 143, which provided that 
people residing ‘outside the municipal limits and not paying municipal taxes, 
should not, without the express permission of the Justicos, be permitted to take 
water from the stand-pipes in the town. Seeing that such people did nut pay 
the water-ratc, Sm Sruarr Hoge did not think that it could be any hardship 
to enact that, without express permission, such persons should not take the 
water which was paid for by the residents of the town. He did not think 
that the representation placed in his hands deserved the consideration of the 
Council. He would therefore now move that the Bill be passed. 


The How’ntx Basoo Kristopas Pat said before this motion was put to 
the vote, he desired to say why he considered it his duty to oppose the passing 
of the Bill. He would not take up tho time of the Council by reiterating the 
objections which he had taken to several portions of the Bill. He readil 
acknowledged the patience and courtesy with which the Council had heard his 
arguments and objections, as well as the various suggestions which ho had made 
for the improvement of the Bill. He would nowsimply sum up the reasons 
upon which he considered it his duty to protest against the passing of 
the Bill f 

Firstly, —Beocause the Bill, though it professes to concede self-government to the poonls 
of Caleutta, leaves the appointment and dismissal of the Chief Executive Officer in the hands 
of Government, and thus destroys oue of the most essential characteristics of self- 
government. 

Secondly.—Because the Bill sanctions the union of the functions of Chairman of the 
Commissioners and Commissioner of Police in the hands of one person, which is detri 
to efficiency, tends to divide responsibility, and opens a door to abuse of ‘power. 
centralization of authority is not required in the interest of tho town, inasumch as the 
experience gained in the sister capitals of Madros and Bombay shows that the separation of 
the two offices works there smoothly and satisfactorily. j 

Thirdly.—Because the Bill sanctions additional objects for municipal oxpeotitus: ies 
‘though optional, ty be enforoed at the discretion of the Commissioners, aud which, Wh 
enforced, are likely to resnlt in additional taxation. Tho bear ein of 


expendit sbjects of secon: im) se, when the town i ed with a 
ibs, und io prin oyun Goisel be wetisloriy wierd waste ead 
to be petal. ri sal ee i neve 











badet ES 
7 been objec én ght to the notice of the Council 
by the hon’ble member and himself, and it now only remained for them to 
record their protest against the passing: of the Bill that day. ‘ 
‘The How’sue Banoo Jvacapanunn Mooxersre referred to the petition 
which had been received from Baboo Prannath Pundit regarding section 143 
of the Bill. His desire was to ask the Council to consider whether toy eal 
some 







not modify the section in some way. The provision as it stood would be 
extent a hardship on persons who ‘wore not resident in Calcutta, but who, fre 
their residing in proximity to the town, had enjoyed the benefits” which the 
water-supply conferred upon the residents of Calcutta. Pure and good water 
was wholly “a matter of necessity and nota luxury to thoserwho had be 

accustomed to it. ' 
_ ‘The How’sie Sm Srvuarr Hoge said he would point out that the Bill - 
inits present form absolutely accorded to the residents of the we iar die 
















advantage which they did not now possess. Under the existing law 
Justices had no power whatever to grant permission to persons outside the ¢ 
to take any water. But by section 143, with the view of meoting the eonve- 
nience of people living outside the town, the Council had thought fit to declare 
that the Commissioners should have power to allow persqns residing outside 
the town to take water from the stand-posts on such terms as the Commis- 
sioners might think fit. He did not think it was any hardship to declare by 
legislation that people who did not pay for the water had not the right to 
e water unless with the sanction of the people who did pay for it. 
The motion that the Bill be passed was then put :— 


Ayes—8. Nows—3. 


j 
Tux Hon’atx Banoo Raw Sunken Sen. Tue How’sie Nawas Syep Asuour Aut. 
; ap » Jvecapanunp Mooxzr- * Banoo Knistopas PAu, 

i JRE, ” Mx. Brooxes. 

pees Mr. Brut. 
bit | »» REyNotps. rf 
Peed Sr Srvarr Hose. 
: 


a Mx. Damrter. 
* “Tue Apvocate-GeNnErar. | 
4, Max. Bcnatcx. 


‘So the motion was carried and the Bill was passed. 


MOFUSSIL MUNICIPALITIES. 


ion of the,Hox’ste Mr. Dastrrer the Council proceeded to the 
ion of the’Bill to amend and consolidate the law relating to 


d under what classes existing municipalities would fall. 
oo Krrstopas Pax said this section was intimately — 
18, 303, ny os It might be in the. zenalleci of 
question of forming fresh municipal unions under 
ition, he Keen Sean to the injustice of includ. 


8, and it was at last agreed that such villages: % 
ms whic mids be formed under : 
uncil on this point sho 
ring i} 
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and injustice of including the { 
the decision already arrived mn 
the following words— + t £ ohtis 5 
“and within six months from the date on which this Act shall come into force the 
‘tmissioners at a meeting, with the sanction of the Lieutenant-Governor, may le fre 
limits of the municipality such place or places as are desoribed in sections 18, 303 and 304,” 
“If the Council accepted the principle of the amendment, the words could 
be afterwards altered so as to fitinto the legal phraseology of tho Bill. But, the 
_ broad question was that if it was unjust to include outlying villages in unions 
to be formed hereafter, surely the injustice was equally patent in refusing to 
exclude villages, already included in unions and municipalities, which ought 
* not, according to reason and justice, to have been so included. NM 

) ‘The Hon’ste Me. Dampier said he must oppose this motion, No doubt 
the Council had by their decision in section 13 affirmed the principle that they 
thought the conditions imposed should be adhered to in bringing new places 
under municipal legislation. In so far he quite admitted that the Council had 
already done considerable good which the executive would, he hoped, follow in 
dealing with existing municipalities and municipal unions. But he must 
say that he thought some weight should be given to the fact of towns or 
tracts having been subject to a certain law for a number of years. We had 
said for instance that no place should be a municipality which did not contain 
at least three thousand inhabitants. Now, he believed that if a place had been 
municipality for ten years, and it contained only two thousand inhabitants, 
it would not be right in effect to reduce it to the status of an ‘icultural 
village again after it had had the status and dignity of a municipality for ten 
years. : . ‘ 

Then he wished the honorable gentleman to observe that the section as it 

was drawn left it quite open for the Commissioners to do what was proposed. It 
only provided that the machinery of such places should not come to a dead-lock 
on the passing of the Act. Everything would proceed in existing municipalities 
and towns according to present qualifications. But it had been specially provided 
that the locel Government might impose other qualifications. ‘The section pro-. 
vided that “unless and until the Lieutenant-Governor should otherwise dieaeep 
* notification.” There was therefore full power given to the Lieutenant-Governer ; 
and the Commissioners might, andin extreme cases no doubt would, move the 
Lientenant-Governor to exercise that power. At anyrate it would be most 
dangerous for the Government to accept the amendment proposed, so far as 
Mr. Damrier understood it, without ascertaining what the facts were. Tho Bill 
hhad now been weeks and weeks before the Council, and no notice of this 
_ , amendment had been formally given. Not that he should press that ground at 

_ all, but he might say that the amendment could not be accepted by the Govern- 

ment without seeing how it affected the status of existing municipalities 

and townships. tune RNR 
The Hon’sue Mr. Bex said he thought there ware two very short objec- 
tions to the amendment proposed. First, that it was opposed to the well-kn 
principle that you ought not to change the status of a public body with pan i 
that body notice. The effect of the amendment would be that you woult " 
the status of existing municipalities without giving the inhabitants amy 
of peg tee against the change proposed. The second objection 
adopts the dangerous Puncinly of giving retrospective effeet to le 
on safe course was to apply the Bill pres to our mu 
if the amended Bill were a the new principle would at o 
municipalities. He thought it would be very dangerous if thi 
to amend the section as proposed. + ; 

The How’sue Mr, Danprer said a great deal had been: 

tht this Bill was not intended ¢ once aa y 
argument was put. Bu fair 
‘the Bill was 
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: x Banoo Krisropas Pan said he owed it to himsel to offer 
au exp on the point urged by the hon’ble mover, He said that this 
was & 

vision: 


nsolidation Bill, with only a minor alterations in the existin; 

of the law. The Council had now come to the end of the Bill, 
and Basoo Krisropas Pax would just state seriatim some of the subjects with 
which this Bill dealt. And he would appeal to the hon’ble member himself to 
say whether the many sections which had been introduced regarding 
conservancy, building regulations, bustees, slaughter-houses, markets, and other 
things, were not, to use his own expression, sweeping innovations ; whether 
the provisions on these subjects were quite consistent with his statement of ~~ 
objects and reasons; and whether the single proposition which Basoo Krrstopas 
Pau had ventured to advance for the purpose solely of rectifying the glari 
injustice which was’adinitted on all hands, would materially alter the character 
the Bill. Of course he was entiroly in the hands of the Couucil; but he sub- 
mitted that when an injustice was admitted, and when it was a glaring 
injustice, no technical objection ought to prevent the Council from doing justice » 
to the poor people in outlying villages which were unjustly included in munici- 
pal unions. 

The Hon’srx Siz Stuart Hoac tlought that the hon’ble membar’s object 
would be better attained by an amendment of section 9. He should nage 
move that to that section be prefixed the words ‘On the reprosentation — .* 
of the Commissioners or by his own motion.” 

The Hoy’ste Basoo Kuisropas Pat’s amendment was withdrawn, and Sir 
Stuart Hogg’s amendment was agreed to. 

* The postponed sections 4 and 5 were agreed to. 

Section 2, the interpretation section, was agreed to, 

Tn Section 1, for the second paragraph the following clause, taken ftom the 
Calcutta Municipal Consolidation Bill, was, on the motion of the Hoy’stx 6 
Mn. Daurier, substituted :— ‘ 
| “and it shall come into foros as the local Government may dizect, not boing more than three 

nonths after the date on which it may be published in the Calewt/a Gazelle with the assent * 
of the Governor-General.” 

The preamble and title were agreed to, and the Hill as settled by the 
Council was ordered to be published in the Calcutta Guzetle. 


SETTLEMENT OF RENT DISPUTES. 


The How’stx Mr. Dampier presented the report of the Select Committes on 

| the Bill to provide for inquiry into dispatas regarding land, and to prevent 

disturbances ; and moved that the report of the Select Committee be 

en into consideration in order to the settlement of the clauses of the Bill. 
‘The motion was agreed to. 

\ ‘The Hoy’sit: Banoo Krisropas Pat enquired whether the settlement of 

| the clauses ‘of this Bill now was to bo considered final, or only provisional. 
) Iitqwas not the object, of the Council to proceed with this Billin a hurry, with- « 

out givi unity to those interested to make known their objections, 

a settlement of the clauses at tho present sitting of 

rmed that persons interested in this Bill wered i- 
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clare the prov! 
‘he How’sir Basoo Krisropas Pat moved the emission 
of the adjustment of rents or as to.” His reason’ 
ion was that ‘the Bill did not provide any principle upon 
adjustment of rents was to bo made. The hon’ble member had pointed out 
that this was merely a procedure Bill. Banoo Kristopas Pat had since careful); 
considered the Bill, and found that it was provided in section 18 that the ‘Cok 
Tector should, as far as possible, follow the procedure prescribed in Act X 
1859: he might therefore follow that procedure as far as he chose, here was 
nothing to show that he was to be guided by the principles laid down in that 
Act for the enhancement of rent. 
_[The How’ste tHe Apvocars-GexeraL remarked that the hon'ble member 
under a misapprehension, The Collector had no option, but was bound to 
Tellow the procedure of Act X of 1859 as far as possible—as far as he could 
Take the case of equitable rents; there the rule of proportion laid down in 
Phakooranee Dossee’s case must be applied, But if the rule of proportion there 
laid down could not be applied, then the Collector was to be guided by his 
own judgment, and act according to equity and good conscience, 

‘one was better aware than the learned Advocate-General that the rule of 
proportion laid down by the High Court was not oily workable, and therefore 
suits would be decided according to the varying judgment of the Collectors, ° 

It was to this wide discretion he objected. He thought.the law should 
lay down a number of definite principles, because one principle might not 
be applicable to all parts of Bengal ; but if certain principles applicable to the 
varying circumstances of different districts were adopted, the Collector would 
have some guide in regulating the adjustment of rents. 

The Hoy’ste THE Apvocatr-Generat said, during the discussions of the 
Select Committee certain rules had been framed by him, in conjunction with 
the hon’ble mover of the Bill, to enable the Collector to follow certain lines in 
the adjustment of rents. But they were objected to by the majority of the 
Committee. He for one was quite willing to agree to the motion of the 
hon’ble member. The grounds of enhancement were mentioned in section 17 
of Act X of 1859. For instance, if the ‘‘value of the produce or the produetiye 

ers of the land have been increased otherwise than by the agency or at 

expense of the ryot,” then the Act said that a pottah sho be given “at 
fair and equitable rates.” The question in all cases was, what was the limit 
of enhancement. Thakooranee Dossee’s case followed a certain rule of propor- 
tion, and practically one member of the proportion was not drome; 
and therefore the rule there given could not be followed. But inasmuch as the 
value of the produce had been increased, the Court must follow certain other 

to find out the rate of enhancement. Thakooranee Dossee’s case was not 
exhaustive. The zemindar could not go without an increase, because the 
rule there laid down could not be followed. ‘The rules which had been framed | 
were proposed not with the view to compel the Collector to follow them, but 
merely to point to certain principles which he might ele always bearing in 
mind that these principles were subject to the broad principle in the Aet, that the 
rate must be “fair and equitable.” These rules te objectionable if in 
point of fact they were a sort of amendment of the Rent Act. But. Nv bet 4] 
proposed in the way of amendment; and if the principles contain them 
‘were worked fairly and practically, they might be of much assistance to the 
Collector in arriving at an adjustment of rent. * eae 

The Hon’ste Mr. Bets said he had a stron, jection 
rules in the Bill, which was not one of substantive law, but n 
and juri ion. Tie result of introducing such rules, o 

be that we should have the whole of inab 


- 





p be the result 
y, the zemirdar would only haye to put up two or th 
kay, “theso tenants are paying so much rent por beegha,” 
1 thus be able to enhance the rent of every ryot on his estate. 
in, Mr. Betr would esk whether tho three principles laid down in 
these rules were the only principles upon which tho rates co rent could be 
adjusted. If rules were to be laid down, why should they not be laid dowmin 
terest of the ryot as well as of the zemindar. But his objection was not 
only to the Rance of these rules ; he was strongly opposed to amending the 
substantive law of the land in a temporary measure of this sorts He felt 
confident that it would be most unadvisable to introduce now principles. 
in a temporary measure of this sort, and he hoped the Council would © 
not, when passing a temporary measure to settle disputes in regard to rent, 
allow most important and substantive change in the law to be embodied as 
it were by a side wind in the Bill. He felt sure that these proposals would, 
received ‘with great Sppeeition throughout the country, and that it would not 
be within the ability of the the Council to pass the Bill without exciting the very 
feelings which the Bill was intended to allay. ‘ 


The Hoy’ste rae Apvocare-Geyerat said he did not think the hon’bl 
member who had just spoken had quite understood the principle y 
which these rules were intended to be proposed. The object of the 
wos a summary enquiry for the purpose of adjusting disputes relating to rent; 
and until persons who were at issue with each other could have their disputes 

eel settled, they would resort to other means for settling their differences, 
the rules were intended for the purpose of enabling the settler of disputes 
to use his own jadgment as to which should be the proper principle upon 
which the dispute should be settled. If these principles were not to be 
introduced, and the rule in Thakooranee Dossee’s case was to be the sole stand- 
ard by which the Collector should be guided, then in cases where it might be 
impossible to ascertain the first number in tho rule of proportion there laid 
down, namely the rate of rent at the time of the last adjustment of rents, what 
principle was the Collector to follow in ascertaining the rate of rent? A man 
was entitled to a certain proportion of the increased value of the produce, and he 
brought a suit to obtain that increase of rent. It was impossible to determine 
the enhanced rent payable, and tho suit was dismissed. Did that allay 
disputes? The Apvocatr-Genrrat submitted that it rather fomented disputes. 
Therefore, so far from the principles proposed to be laid down by these rules being 
calculated to foment disputes, he thought they were likely to settle disputes. 

With regard to the case put of the zemindar doing something by fraud, he 
submitted that every principle, however fair, might be defeated by fraud, 

| Fraud wasefactinthe caso. Ifthe zemindar gained a decree by means of fraud, 
he deceived the judge. But the Apvocars-Grvrrat thought that such frauds 
apa rarely be established if the Collector was vigilant and had experience 
his district. Even the highest judicial tribunals miscarried somatimes in 
arriving at conclusions of fist, A case of fraud was exceptional: if it could be 
detected it would have no force. 
. The hon’ble member opposite (Baboo Kristodas Pal) had suggested that 
' Unless you had some principles upon which the adjustment of rents was to be 
adi Shit was the use of this Bill at all? Having seen the force of that 
; the Apvocate-Grnerat thought it his duty to embody some rules 
assist the Collector to determine the rate of rent in those cases in 
rule in Thakooranee Dossee’s caso did not apply. All that was 
i ce, in case of a difficulty, in dividing the proportion of 
at the zemindar in consequence of the inapplicability: 
on Jaid down, some principles, not nM absolute: 
ctor in determining in such cases w! 
Ne a qntouded that if it we 
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of ion there giyon, he 
ies a to his own judgment 

en which was best, that, what was ‘be 
fair lines for the Collector's assistance, or that it should be left entirely to 
own discretion? The matter was unanswerable that the latter was | ble 
to the former; that the Collector’s judgment should be guided by some prin. 
ciples, rather than that he should be left to his unfettered discretion. It 
was on these considerations that the Apvocats-Grnerat thought some rules 
should be put forward in this’ Bill; if he thought that the rules would haye 
the effect of fomenting disturbances, he should have been the last to have 
proposed them, He suggested them because he thought that they would enable 
the Collector to give a modified ruling in those cases in which the ruling 
laid down by the High Court might not apply. 

His Honor rae Present said, the third of the Rules which it was proposed 
to introduce (rule ¢) ran in this way— by taking as the standard’ of com. 
parison the rates which are generally paid by ryots having no right of 
oocupancy in adjacent places, or in such places as the Collector may select, for 
lands of a similar description and having similar advantages.” Now, he under. 
stood the hon’ble member on the right (Mr. Bell) to consider that this rule would 
induce the zemindar to set up tenants-at-will paying nominal rents, and by such 
nominal standard to endeavour to enhance the rents of the ryots. Hrs Hoyox 
was anxious to explain, in the first place, as the learned Advocate-General had 


- remarked, that if a zemindar did so it would be an attempt to defraud,’ which 


he should hope would not be generally followed by gentlemen in the position 
of zemindars, und if the attempt were made, it ought to be found out. One 
could fancy the Civil Court being deecived by strong and skilfully prepared 
evidence ; but the Collector, who had every sort of information of lis distrigt, 
cought not to be duped by any attempt of that kind. But be that as it might, 
His Hoxok woes anxious to explain to the Council what was a matter of great im- 

tance, that this was the very rule, and absolutely the very principle, on which 
all rents of occupancy tenants were udjusted in Northern India, in the Punjab, in 
Oudh, and in fact throughout Northern India. He ventured to say that there was 
no part of India in which this question was so minutely studied as in Northern 
India, and there was no province in which the variety of tenures was so great as 
in Northern India. You took first of all the average of what was called 
the pergunnah rate, which was what the landlord could get in the market 
in the shape of rent from a tenant-at-will. That was taken as the basis 
of the adjustment, and favorable rents were alk calculatedon that basis. 


One man had 5 per cent. advantage as compared,with ordifary rates; 
another man had‘10 per cent.; another had 26 fer cent.; and some ihat 
eyen 50 per cent. Hon’ble members who had served in that part of the 
country must be aware of this; and if the Council would consult the Punjab | 
Tenants’ Act they would sce exactly the same principle laid down there. | 
was sanguine that something of the same kind night answer in Bengal, and it 


was satisfactory to sce that principle suggested so competent and | 

enced an officer as the learned Advocate-General. His Honor did not | 

this principle was open to the objection taken by the hon’ble member on 
When the substantive law declared that the Collector shot 


ae (Mr. Bell), 
' determine the rent upon fair and equitable rates, it was nof an ami 


the Jaw for the Council to lay down certain principles which the 
might take into consideration, If they should say that the Coll 
not decide what he should consider fair and equitable rates, | 
some other, principle, that would be an alteration o! 

But what the learned Advocate-General meant was, that i 


“was fair and equitable, the Collector might adopt certain p 
nothing ag fi hs 


t re than to give something for his guid 
« The Hon’rtn Mr, Bett, observed that no o1 





of rules is to the existitg 

rule (c) allowed the Collector to fix the rates by a comparison 
i by_compotiti Yet that was the very principle which 
thirteen aes of the High Court condemned in Hills’ case; and Mr. Bern 
thought they cera mdemned it. The rule laid down in that case was that 
the rates should be fair and equitable customary rates, not that they should be 
determined by competition. ‘The rates of rent could only, be decided by com- 
petition in a country like England, where both sides were capitalists. Any attomp 

to fix rates by competition in a country like this would revolutionize the whol 

country, It was perfectly true, as pointed out by the learned Adyocate-General, 
that fraud invalidated all proceedings; but his objection to this rule was 
that it would enable zemindars to enhance rents by setting up fictitious ryots, 
and that it would be almost impossible to detect fraud in such cases, iP the 
gomindar placed three or four ryots ‘on his land, and took from them kuboo- 
liyats at very high rates, how was the Collector to say that they were not bond fide 


a Though Mr. Brut, as he had said before, had great respect for any» 


ing that emanated from the learned Advocate-General, he must 
the Council that this principle of fixing rents by competition had been con- 
demned by thirteen Judges of the High Court. He thought the Council 
should pause before introducing a rule which had been so unanimously con 
demned. He felt convinced that if any fresh principles were introduced into 
this Bill, it would lead to disputes, and to one general attempt to enhance rents 
throughout the country. The learned Advocate-General said that the Collector 
very often was in great difficulty in fixing what were fuir and equitable rates, | 
When the Civil Courts had to determine what were fair and equitable rates, 
had to apply certain principles for ascertaining that rate [Tue ApvooatE 
Qexerat.—Hence the disputes.] Then, Mr. Bext said, alter the substantive 
low. If the disputes arose from the state of the substantive law, the proper 
course was to amend that law. Therefore he did hope that the Council would 
not accede to the suggestion of the learned Advocate-General, and introduce 
these new principles in the Bill. 

The Hon’sie THe Apvocate-Generat said, in reference to the observations 
which fell from the hon’ble member who hud justi spoken in regard to the 
decision of the thirteen judges of the High Court, he would point out that the 
great objection to the decision taken by Sir Barnes Peacock, namely that under 

, Act X of 1859, the equity attempted to be administered by the rule of propor- 
tion to the ryot who was fourteen years in occupation was the same as that 
which was dealt out to the ryot who held from the time of the permanent settle- 
ment, was’ not met by the other Judges. Surely a different rule should be 
applied to'a Ahoodkhast kudeemee ryot from that which was applied to a man 
who was only fourteen years in possession. He did not propose to set aside 
the rule of proportion at all, or put forward a competitive system of letting 
land; he would leave it to the Collector to decide what was fair and equitable, 
oly keeping his eye upon, the rate of rent which was obtainable under the 
fompetitive principle. He ’merely asked the Collector to consider that broad 
fact; then iota that fact before him, the Collector was asked to consider 
what was fair and equitable. ‘The rules which were proposed wero not hard- 

id-fast rules, but were proposed simply with the object that the Collector 
should take those principles into consideration in determining what was fair and 
‘equitable., \ 


His Hoxor rae Presinenr observed that tho law now left it absolutely to 

~ the G decide what was fair and equitable in rent.’ It might go accord- 
2 tion, or any other rule. ‘If it could not follow the rule 
i Thakooranee 's case, then it was to arrive at what was 


other way. But there wasno rule laid down as to how 
did it amount to an alteration of the substantive 
other of three or four ¢ 
iven to him by the hon’ble mover 
and such as ought to be c 
“altered. But 





Apyocare-Generat, would it 
eeeehter toh “pay e aa 7 . Gaal ally 
to be duly appreciated, and were lay any 
might exist, then the Tate form the groundwork of future legi which 
legislation, he thought, would be about the most important for Bengal that 
could be well imagined. - { ‘ 
‘The Hon'piz Basoo Krisropas Pat said there was one point in the remarks 
of the hon’ble member opposite (Mr. Bell) which he thought ought not to pass 
unnoticed. It sppeared that the hon’ble member took expeeen to the rules 
posed by the learned Advocate-General, because they had a tendency, as ho 
thought, to affect the substantive law. Now, as had been very clearly ‘and 
forcibly pointed out by the hon’ble and learned Advocate-Genoral, where the 
Collector found it difficult to work out the rule of proportion, he would be left 
absolutely to his own judgment in coming to a decision as to whnt was a fair 
and equitable rate of rent. The question was whether it was preferable to rely 
on the sole and unaided judgment of the Collector, or to lay down some definite 
roles to assist the Collector in arriving at his judgment. Bazsoo Kursropas 
Pat thought, with all deference to the hon’ble member, that if the Bill was 
passed in'the form in which it stood, leaving everything practically to the 
iseretion of the Collector, it would tend much more to foment disputes 
than the rules proposed by the Advocate-General were likely to do. The 
moment it was known in the mofussil that any number of ryots -could petition 
Lieutenant-Governor on the allegation that they were oppressed by’ the 
- extortionate demands of zemindars, and any mookhtiar could work upon the 
imagination of the ryots and set up a “kingdom” or “raj,” as was done in 
_ Pubna, they would flood the Collector with petitions for the enforcement of the 
law; and if the Collector were disposed to favor their views, BaBoo Krisropas, 
Pat would not be surprised if the ryots should go in en masse and ayail them* 
selves of this law to get a summary settlement of their rents. If the Collector 
were a pro-ryot collector, he would favor the ryots; but if he were a pro- 
gemindar Collector, he would favor the zemindar. The mischief of discretion- 
ary, government of this kind was thus apparent. It would be far better not 
to pass any law on the subject than to pass one which would tempt the 
executive to favor the one class or the other according to their personal sym- 
pathies or antipathies. He would therefore strongly advocate the introduction 
of the proposed rules. 
The Hon’ptr Mr. Damprer observed that the discussion had now 
to the point as to whether, by introducing these rules, they would be changing 
the substantive law or not. The question was thoroughly discussed in 
‘committee. One party held that the words “ fair and equitable” had a 
construction put upon them by the High Court. That construction was 
law of the land, and if this Council should attempt to put any other construction 
which it considered that the law itself would bear—if this Council -af ie 
to put by its legislation any other construction than, what the High Court had 
put upon those words, then the Council would be aitering the substantive law 
‘of the land. * tt ike 
The Hoy’stx Banoo Krisropas Pat said the object of the Bill was to 
prevent disputes. How was that to be done? Prac’ cally, if the Collector was 
to act according to the principles laid down in Act X of 1859, then he m 
guided by the rule of proportion laid down by the High Court, and if rule 
was unworkable, he would be as helpless as the Munsif now was. 5 
decide according to what was “fair and equitable” and_ther 
haye to use his own discretion. It was true that the. 
orate! to the Commissioner of the division; but the C 
have to exerciso his own diseretion, and we should th 
~ The 





ot been tak Xpel ‘ 
liction in cases of this sort was beneficial. 
i fon’BLE Mn, Dampier observed thatithere was a ve 
ence n in the Bill in Select Committee. As the Bill stood 
nant Goyernor was to state the ‘ matters” to be decided by the Board after a 
general enquiry. The majority of the Select Committee had inserted the words 
‘of fact” after the word “ matters.” ‘That made a very wide difference in the 
intention of the Bill as introduced by the mover; because the original intention 
was that the Board should lay down general instructions for the guidance of the 
Collector in the settlement of these suits, whereas now the Collectors would 
~ have to arrive at a finding at their own discretion. 
"The Hon’suv Banoo Kristopas Pat said he was quite aware of the chi 
Under the Lill as introduced, the Board of Revenue was empowered to lay 
down any principles they might think fit; now, they would be restricted to the 
finding of facts. So the discretion of the Collector was absolute with regard 
to the application of principles, with the exception of course of an appeal to 
the Commissioner, which was also allowed by tle original Bill. Therefore the 
alteration made by the Select Committee made the Bill more objectionable 
than it was before. m y 
‘The Hoy’sux rin Advocat AL observed —Suppose the Collector said, 
«] find that the rule laid down in Hills’ case is unworkable, because I cannot 
find what was the value of the produce at the time the rato of rent was fixed 
therefore 1 will follow one or other of these principles.” Would it be said that 
he did not follow a good rule, if he followed one of the rules which were proposed. * 
to be laid down in the Bill? ‘That was all the Apvocare-GreNpnat desired, namely, ” 
Yhat there should be laid down certain principles for the assistance of the 
Collector in arriving at what was “ fair and equitable.” He was_ pretty clear 
in his own mind that if some such rules wer not laid down the Bill would 
be aseless, Jf the Government thought that simple transfer of jurisdiction 
would be sufficient, le had nothing to say against niet transfer. But when it 
was sven how utterly in:possible it was in some cases to apportion the increased _ 
‘produce between tho zemindav and the ryot, he doubted very much whether a 
mere transfer of jurisdiction was enough, Could it be expected that a sick — 
person would bo healed merely by calling in a new doctor: what was required 
‘was a new doctor with new appliances ? 
18 Honor THe Prestpent said it was true that the proposal was to call 
in w doctor (the Collector) without any new appliances, except such as he 
I ee from his position as & revenue officer. But the one doctor was 
than the other, as every zemindar knew and as was proved by what 
ppened in the Eastern districts, 
His Honor rar Pxeswenr said he should like, if he could, to insert 
ch rules as those. proposed by the learned Advocate-General. They 
to hime not to go very far, and they were perfectly armless : 
eoutd do no harm, and they might do good. They were worded 
le gentleman's usual skill and carefulness, combined with the — 
d practical experience of the lon'ble mover. First the rules, 
tor should fix the rate of rent upon a certain principle, 
s tho principle which had been affirmed by the High Court 
‘of proportion. But suppose the Collector was unable to deter- 
the rule of Proportiqn, then he might (not omit it) but go 
ales here proposed. . Rule (a) was a very harmless one. 
should represent such portion of the gross produce of 
ed 46 nitable.” ‘The rule was n 
urmiles rule (4) provided that the rent 
of Se te should be “ fair and 
rule. Rule (¢) was oe 
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that a chango in itive law psig twh 
object of the Act was.a mere of jurisdiction ; and secondly, er 
cert of the Council would not agree to these rules being in 


The question of trying to alter the substantive law was under r 
sideration. His Honor derived encouragement in pressing on the matter 
‘from what he heard from the learned Advocate-General, and if the Government 
‘succeeded in their endeavors, it would be one of the greatest boons which cuuld 
‘be conferred upon the inhabitants of these provinces. He was not without 
hope of being able to frame some Bill, which he should submit separately for 
the consideration of the Council. But it was an objection to put in what he 
ight call a jurisdiction Bill any rules of this description. Nevertheless, 
looking at the uncertainty of their being able to pass a larger Jaw of that kind, 
» he was personally in favor of these rules being introduced. But if these rules 
could not properly be inserted in the Bill, he was willing not to have the tules 
and to pass the Bill without them, as it would enable the Government to do 
by law what been done in the Daceu district without Jaw. They had 
done thé thing to the satisfaction of both parties in Dacca; butin an old 
established province like Bengal they could not answer for being able to sueceed 
again. That was an argument for passing this Bill, which provided for nothing 
more than a mere transfer of jurisdiction. Therefore if the Council were in 
‘favor of accepting these rules he should be glad ; but if théy did not approve 
» of the rules being included in the Bill, he should be content to see the Bill 
pass without them. ; 
‘The Hon’stx Me. Reynoxps said, as a member of the Select Committee oh 
this Bill he felt it his duty to say that he thought there were very strong objec- 
‘tions to these proposed rules. They would have the effect of giving riso to 
‘serious apprehensions amongst the ryots that the law was being altered to 
their Rica tantage, and he thought, with all deference to the learned Adyoente- 
General, that they did to some extent alter the substantive law. It was truo 
that the first clause declared that the Collector was to fix the rate of rent 
{© according to the rule of proportion laid down by the High Courts but the 
working of the rule of proportion was limited by the latter part of the clause 
- to a period of five or ten years before the date of the institution of the suit. 
i Mr, Reynotps believed was an entirely new provision, _ - 
Then it appeared to him that the tendency of these sections would he 
that the Collector would not fix lis mind so entirely to the nocessity 
_ working out the rule of proportion. They gave him not exactly an alternative 
. procedure, but one which was much easier to follow than working out the 
. rule prescribed by the High Court. He feared that, under the temptation of 
“rules, some Collectors might be induced to say, wore readily than 
u to do, that ‘they could not apply the rule,Of proportion, and 
fore proceed to fix a “ fair and equitable” rate of rent ace ; 
‘own judgment of what was fair and equitable. He thought that such a re 
was yey erable. It appeared to him that if they passed the 
btood, the 
at 


{ le of proportion would have to be applied; and it see! 
a t ibunals established under this Bill . would have much’ by 
‘ of applying that rule than the Civil Courts. Therefore he 
pe t to allow the tribunals established under this Bil 
ey could not work out the rule of proportion, while the G 
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iy them. He 

Bill without these rules, than risk its safety by inserting 

be Sad of the Bill being so passed. He had'to look of 
to wl ‘is own opinion might be, but. what he thought might 
of the country generally and of the authorities into whose hands 


the Bill might fall. © Phitte 
The Hon’ste Banoo Juaaapanuxn Mooxersne said it appearéd’ to him to 
be of doubtful propriety to insert in the Bill any rules such as these, The rule 
of ni es laid down by the High Court in Hills’ case was found not to be 
workable, and could not be worked by the Civil Court, and the present attempt 
was to see whether the Collector would be able to work it out. He would 
in a better position to do so than the Civil Court; he would be able to visit the 
lace persenally, and he would have more opportunity of settling disputes by _ 
fis personal influence. The Civil Court, on the other hand, was only oni . 
to send an amin to the spot, to find out how the rule of proportion should be 
worked, and the Court must rely upon the report made by the amin, 


“There was another reason why it appeared to Banoo JuagapaNunp 
Mooxenser objectionable to embody any rules in the Bill. It was provided thut if 
the Collector failed to apply the present rule of proportion hee might fall back 
upon one or other of these rules. -That, he thought, would open a door to the 
_ litigant parties to dispute the Collector's judgment upon other points before the 

Commissioner in appeal. ‘Therefore upon these grounds it appeared to him that 
__ it'was not the proyince of the legislaturo to lay down any indefinite rules for — 
| the guidance of the Collector. 

The question was then put that the following section be inserted in the 
Rili after section 14 :— 

“14A. Whenever in any suit instituted under tho provisions of this Act it shall appear 
to tha Collector that a ryot having a right of occupancy is liable tc enhancement of the rent 
previously paid by him on the ground that the value of the produce or the productive powers 
of the land held by him hare been increased otherwive than by the agenoy ora the expense 

ryot; 

or whenoyer in any such suit it shall appear to the Colloctor that such ryot is entitled 
toclaim an abatement of the rent previously paid by him on the ground that the value of 
the produce of the productive powers of the a held by him hava boon decreased by any 
cause beyond the power of the said ryot, i 

the Collector shall, if possible, fix the tate of rent payable by such ryot so that it shall 
bear the same proportion to the rent which he previously paid for the same lands as the pre” 
tent average gross valuo of the produce of such lands bears to the average gross value of the? 
| Moduee of such lands at the time when the rent of such ryot was last fixed, or at any subse+ 

' quenttimeduring the tenancy of such ryot (not being less than a) years before the 
institution of such suit) in respect of which euch average gross value can be ascertained ; 
but if in any such suit the Collector shall not be able to sscertain to his satisfaction the 
Pete Tiles. of the prodloce of such lands as it exisied at tho time when $h¢ renb of 
the ryot was last fixed, or at any subsequent time during the tenancy of such ryot, not being 
teeth 8) : 
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Ne ‘The motion ‘was therefore carried. 
fe Sectioris’4 to 29. as well as sections 1 and 2 and the roan and fie, 


soverall: ed to 
The was adjourned to Thureday, the 30th instant, at 3 Pale 


‘ Tip 


Saturday, the 30th March 1876. 1 ye 


ae ; ’ 


ie Present: 
The Hon’ble G. C. Paut, Acting Advocate.General, Halton f F 
, The Hon'ble H. L. Damrier, x 
‘The Hon’ble H. J. Reyyoups, = * 4 
. The Hon'ble H. Brut, d ‘ 
The Hon’ble Basoo Juccapanunp Mooxersee, Rar busloone 
The Hon’ble Banoo Ramsnunker Sen, Rat Banapoor, , 
The Hon'ble Banoo Krisropas Pat, \ 
\ The Hon’ble Nawas ru Asucar Aut Diner June, 0.8.1, 


J and 
The Hon’ble Moutviz Meer Manomep Au. 


PARTITION OF ESTATES, 


The Hon'stx Mr. Dawrrer moved that the report of the Select ‘Gomis 
on the Bill to make better provision for the partition of estates a revenue 
to Government in ‘the lower provinces of ihe Presidency of in 
1 be taken into consideration, in order to the settlement of rine Uses 
‘the Bill, and that the clauses of the Bill be considered for settlem it in 
recommended by the Select Committee. 
‘The motion was agreed to. 
‘Sections 5 and 6 were ed to, 
~ On the motion of the Hon’stz Mr. Damrrer, the Sieg sna 
were made in section 7:— 
_ In paragraph 3, last time, for “ shall be deemed to be the rental of the 
tuted “Inay, if the Collector tisink proper, be deemed, &c.” 
‘Tn paragraph 5, line 6 of the same section, after “estate” was 
payment ofa fixed amount of rent.” 
Sections & to 10 were agreed to. 
In section 11, lines 8 to 6, on the motion of vi Howse. 
owin ‘amendment was made:— 
swords “no partition of am estate shall be made if the 
“would be to Form any separate estate,” were substituted “if 
admitted, no partition shall be carried out in accordance 
estate of the applicant for on would be” — 
















The Hoy’spx Banoo Krrsropas Pat moved the omission of this clause, 


Under the existing law the pay and allowances of Deputy Collectors em ployed, 


in'making partition were not charged to the proprictors. And tho reason 
was obvious. There were many administrative acts performed by the Govern- 
ment for the benefit of different classes of the community, Inasmuch as the 
Government was the guardian of the public, it was bound’ to perform certain 
duties for the benefit of the public. Surveys were undertaken for the benefit 
of the community, but the Gevernment did not charge the cost of surveys to 
the landowners, In the same way, in the management of wards’ estates, the 
Collector, the Commissioner of the division, the Board of Revenue, all attended 
to the affairs of such estates, but no such charge was made to the proprietors. 
He did not see why any difference should be made in the case of butwarah 
roceedings. It was reasonable and just that all establishments entertained 
‘5 bir butwarah proceedings should be paid by the proprietors interested-—- 
the ameens, the chainmen, peons and other subordinate establishment. But the 
Deputy Collector formed a link of the great chain of administration, and 
Banoo Krisropas Pat saw no reason why the Deputy Collector's services 
should be charged to the estates for superintending the work of partition, One 
great object of the Bill was to lessen the cost of butwarah proccedings, The 
Council was doubtless well aware that the great expensiveness of butwarahs 
was one of the chief obstacles in its way. But the charge proposed to be 
thrown on the estates on account of the pay and allowances of the Deputy 
Collector would be a serious charge; and as butwarah proceedings hung on 
for years, and although this Bill simplified the proceedings, still it would take 
many years to complete a partition, this charge would consequently amount to 
a very large sum. He would therefore move that, in accordance with the 
existing law, this clause be omitted, and that no charge be made to the 
estates on account of the pay and allowances of the Deputy Collector, 

The Hoy’ste Mr, Damprer said this was almost the only important point 
on which the Select Committee did not come to an unanimous conclusion, It 
was first proposed that a portion of the Deputy Collector's salary should form a 
charge of the partition costs leviable from the proprictors in every instance ; 
that was to say, if the Deputy Collector was engaged once a month in any 
batwarah proceediug, still some small portion of the Collector’s pay should be 
charged as costs of the proceedings. Subsequently, after a good deal of discus- 
sion, the Committee adopted a sort of compromise, and it ended as seen in 
the Bill, It would be observed that by section 42, in ull ordinary sporadic 
cases of butwarah, this item of the pay of the Deputy Collector was not 
included, as it was proposed under section 47 to do in cases where the whole 
orany great portion of the Deputy Collector's time was given up. Then we 
came to section 43, which provided for the formation of an Estates’ Partition 
Fund: instead of providing that the cost of each butwarah should be settled 
iy tae, and paid by itself, section 43 provided that notwithstanding any- 

ing contained in the six last preceding sections, the Lieutenant-Governor 

may direct that in any district a fund to be called the ‘Estates’ Partition 
Fund” should be formed. There were some districts, Tirhoot and Cuttack 
for instance, in which butwarahs were extremely numerous, and were sufficient 
fully to occupy the time of one Deputy Collector. Where butwarahs 
were so systematically made, and on such a large scale as to require 
tho attention of a special Deputy Collector, a partition fund would be 
formed to which all receipts should bo credited, and out of which all 
®tablishments and other expenditure should be paid. In the section to 
vhich an amendment was now proposed were giver the items of cost which 
tiould be chargeable out of this estates’ partition fund, i. should be charge- 
Able to proprietors where partitions were numerous enough to make it worth 
hile to make a joint stock concern of the funds; and to have a regular esta- 

ment for the purpose. instead of its being appointed tieca for each parti- 

Case asitvarpse. The ‘majority of the Committee thought where but- 

were effected in such large numbers, it would be quite fair that the 
Pay of the uty Collector should be; charged, inasmuch as his services 
Were and solely deyoted to the benefit of the proprietors of estates 
tad "good of the country. 
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—<———— 
After some conversation the Council divided :— 
Ayes 4, | Noes 4, 
‘Tue Hon’sr Nawan Syep Asnoar Axi. Tue Hon’sie Mr. Bewr. 
a » Banoo Knisropas Pan, ” » Mr. Revyorps. 
3} Banoo Ramsnunxer Sey. » oy Mr. Danprer. 
in i Banoo J uacavanunn Mooxer-| » ” Tre Presment. 


IKE. 


The numbers being equal, the President gave his casting vote with the 
Noes. . 

So the motion was negatived, and the section was agreed to. 

Sections 48 to 82 were agreed to. 

A verbal amendment was made in section 83, 

Sections 84 to 89 were agreed to. 

Section 90 ran as follows :-— 

“Whonover the dwelling-house of one proprietor, with the offices, building, and grounds 
immediately attached thereto, shall have been included in the separate estate of another 
proprietor, and the annual rent to be paid in perpetuity in respect of the land occupied 
thereby shall have been fixed by the Deputy Collector and stated in tho paper of partition, as 
provided in section 87, the proprietor whose dwelling-house, offices, and buildings have been 
included as aforesaid may apply to the Deputy Collector for permission to redeem the annual 
rent 0 fixed.” 

The Hon’ste Ma. Damper moved the addition to the section of the 
following words :— 

“And the Deputy Collector shall give such permission, unless he shall be of opinion that 
such redemption would endanger the safety of the land revenue for the payment of which the 
separate ostata in which such dwelling’house, buildings, offices and grounds have been 
included will be liable.”” 

The necessity of this amendment had forced itself upon his conviction 
since the Sclect Committee had reported upon the Bill. ‘Ihe point was con- 
sidered in committee, and he with others then thought this precaution would be 
necessary, but since then he had reason to think differently. When the dwelling- 
house of one proprietor by the process of butwarah ‘was placed within the 
separate estate assigned to another proprictor, the Bill provided that the owner 
of the dwelling-liouse should hold the land occupied by it at the jumma to be 
fixed by the Deputy Collector in perpetuity. ‘Then this section went on to say, 
not only should the proprietor have the benefit of holding the land on waich 
tho house stood at a fixed jumma, bat he might convert it into a rent-free 
holding by redeeming the fixed rent assigned to it by the Deputy Collector by 
the payment of a capitalized sum, as in the section described. The question 
was whether this provision was sufficient for the protection of the interests of 
the Government. Take the case of a small estate broken up into four separate 
estates, A, B, C, D, each very small. It might happen that in the particular 
separate estate A a considerable portion of the area was occupied by the dwell- 
ing-houso and yard and immediate premises of another proprietor, not the 
proprictor of estate A but of estate C. In that case, on the land which was s0 
occupied might be imposed a fixed jumma of say Rs, 5. It might 9 
happen that the Government revenue of the whole separate estate A was only 
Rs. 8, Now, under tlie provisions of this Bill, C might redeem the rent of the 
land on which his dwelling-house was situated by a capitalized payment to: the 
proprietor A, so that the separate estate A would remain with assets of Rs. 8 
only out of which to meet a sudder jumma of Rs. 8; or in other words, the 
assets would be reduced to an amount below the amount for which proprietor 
A-was liable. It could not be denied that this danger might exist. Mx 
Dampier thought it would be better to give the Deputy Collector authority t 
refuse to allow the rent to be redeemed on this ground, if he thought it uec%® 

to do sv. 

The motion was agreed to. | 

A similar amendment was, on the motion of the How’sie Mz. Dawpiss — 
made-in section 91. 

Sections 92 to 103 were agreed to, 

Section 104 provided that lands held rent-free were not to be divided, 
but might be left appertaining jointly to all the separate estates which we"? 
formed oiit of the parent estate. : 
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On the motion of the Hon’sty Mr. Dawrrer tho following words were added 
to the section ;— : 

“Provided that such lands or any of them may be allotted among the different separate 
estates with the consent of all the proprietors of the parent estate, but not otherwise.” 

Section 105 provided :— 

“Whenever the Deputy Collector shall find in the parent estate any lands which are 
held at a fixed rent on a patni or other permanent intermediate tenure created by all the 
proprietors of the parent estate or their predecessors, the Deputy Collector may either— 

(1) Assign lands which are held on Such tenure and tho assets theroof entirely to ono 
or more of the separate estates, the rental being caloulated as provided in exception two or 
in exception three (as the case may be) of section 7; or 

(2) Leave such lands unassigned to any separate estate, and speoify in the partition 
papers and proceedings that the lands are left appertaining jointly to'all the separate 
estutos in the proportion which each separate estute bears to the parent estate.” 

The Hoy’sie Mr. Dawpter said the question had been raised by Mr. Money 
of a case where nine out of ten proprietors admitted that the tenure was created 
by all the proprietors of the estate, and the tenth proprietor denied that it was 
80 created. No procedure was provided by which the Deputy Collector should 
ascertain the facts of the case. To get over this difficulty, Mr. Damprer 
proposed the substitution of the words “falling within exception 2 or exception 
8 of section 7” for the words “created by ull tho proprietors of the parent 
estate or their predecessors” in line 5 of this section. 


The Hon’st» Banoo Kristonas Pat submitted that the point raised by Mr. 
Money in connection with this section was not satisfactorily answered. He 
raised the question of what was to bo the procedure where nine proprietors 
admitted the creation of the tenure and the tenth did not. Was he to reject the 
tenure because one proprictor out of ten did not acknowledge its reality; or 
was he to accept the acknowledgment of the nine proprietors and reject the 
objection raised by the tenth ? 


The Hoy’stu Mr. Dawrrer said he was decidedly of opinion that where 
a tenure was acknowledged by nine proprietors to have been created and to 
be valid against all the proprietors, and its creation and validity was denied 
by the tenth, the Collector should not recognize the tenure, but should 
divide the lands of such tenure between the different estates created by such 
partition. After all the only difference would he that the Collector would, on 
the papers, divide the ryottee rental of the lands, instead of the tenure-holder’s 
rental, among the different separate estates. Rights would not be affected. 

After some conversation the motion was agreed to. 

Sections 106 to 109 were agreed to. 

Section 110 was passed after an unimportant amendment. 

Sections 111 to 137 were agreed to. 

On the motion of the Hon’ble Baboo Ramshunker Sen a clause was inserted 
in section 158, giving an, appeal from the decision of the Deputy Collector to 
the Collector, when fixing’ the rent to be paid under section 87 by one proprietor 
for the lad and dwelling-house belonging to him but situate in the separate 
estate allotted to another propriotor. And a clause was inserted in section 139, 
“giving a similar appeal from the Collector to the Commissioner. 

‘The remaining sections of the Bill, with the schedule and the preamble 
and title, were agreed to. . 3 

The Council was adjourned to Saturday, the Ist April. 








